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New student enrollment falls
short from budgeted numbers

@bradley_scout

City of Peoria
shortens
crosswalk
wait-time by
Campustown
BY HALEY JOHNSON
News Editor

The incoming class of 2023 is made up of 1,048 students..
BY ANTHONY LANDAHL
Managing Editor
As the third full week of the school year
concluded last week, Bradley announced its
official count of this year’s enrollment.
According to the information provided by
university officials, Bradley recruited 1,048
first-year undergraduate students and 950
new students for graduate programs. The total
number of currently enrolled students is 5,929,
including 1,293 graduate students.
Compared to the budgeted number, firstyear undergraduate student recruitment was
short by 12 students. This class is smaller
than last year’s class by 42 students. Graduate
programs are short by about 100 students
from the budgeted number, but had about a
100 student increase compared to last year’s

recruitment.
The class of 2023 is composed of students
from 30 states and five continents. About 27
percent of the students are racial minorities
and 26 percent of the class are first-generation
college students. In addition, the average
freshman GPA was 3.79 and the average SAT
score was 1175.
According to Justin Ball, vice president for
enrollment management, higher education as a
whole is facing enrollment pressures from the
demographic changes.
“This year, nearly all of the private
institutions, that are our peers, had major
shortfalls in their freshmen numbers, many
with shortfalls that dramatically impact their
situations,” Ball said. “We’re facing major
demographic challenges in the numbers of
students graduating from high school and
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attending college, specifically in the state of
Illinois and throughout the Midwest.”
Part of the pressure on enrollment came from
last year’s enrollment shortfall, where Bradley
suffered in both new student recruitment and
student retention. As a result, the university
had about an $8 million deficit for the last
fiscal year.
Ball also said the Division of Enrollment
Management focused on emphasizing the topic
of the financial aid process to Illinois high
schoolers and their parents.
“Given its significance in the college
decision, we have chosen to focus on providing
students and families more information earlier
in the process about managing the investment
in a Bradley University education and the types
of financial aid available to them,” Ball said.

Walking to and from Campustown and
campus has been made easier thanks to
the city of Peoria, which recently made
changes to the stoplight at University
street and West St. James street.
Before the change, the light was set at a
150-second cycle during the daytime, and
runs by detection at night.
According to Nick Stoffer, Traffic
Engineer of the city, this caused a lot of
complaints from motorists during off-peak
traffic times.
“Because of the long cycle length, there
could be a very long wait for the side street
traffic or a pedestrian pushing the cross
button,” Stoffer said.
Now, the intersection is run by detection
during the off-peak traffic time of 9 a.m. to
3 p.m. and at night. It remains on the 150
second cycle otherwise.
Stoffer said while this change addressed
the issue of side-street traffic build up, it
also had the added benefit of providing
quicker response time for students using
the crosswalk.
Ever since the business college
temporarily relocated to Campustown in
the fall of 2017, pedestrian jaywalking has
increasingly become an issue.
As a result, in March of 2018, the
Bradley University Police Department
launched a three-part campaign to reduce
jaywalking after recording over 400
instances of it at this same intersection in
a span of two weeks, according to former
Lt. Sean Savage.
BUPD Chief Brian Joschko said he
believes the city’s change will improve
campus safety.
“The ability for pedestrians to activate
the walk signal quicker will certainly reduce
the temptation to jaywalk,” Joschko said.
“As someone who both walks through and
drives through the intersection regularly
the changes make traveling between
campus and Campustown quicker.”

A2

THE SCOUT

NEWS

BRIEFS
Social media star performs for Bradley
On Monday, Sept. 30 in the Renaissance Coliseum YouTube personality Matt Bellesai is
performing his brand of comedy for the first ever Live! On Main event. Doors open at 7 p.m.
Tickets are $10 for the public and can be purchased online or through the ticket office in the
Renaissance Coliseum.

Local art takes over Peoria riverfront
From today until Sunday, the Fine Art Fair, organized by the Peoria Art Guild, is taking place
at Riverfront Festival Park. They will be celebrating their 57th anniversary of bringing fine
arts to central Illinois and will benefit the Art Guild’s community outreach and programming.
One-day admission is $6 per person and free for children under 12 years.

Healthcare professionals talk career opportunities
At 4 p.m. on Wednesday, Oct. 2 in Bradley Hall 120, the Health Professions Advising Center
is hosting a speaker series for students to understand different healthcare professions and
learn about their careers. For information contact Val Bennett at vbennett@bradley.edu.

Farmer’s market on the riverfront
This Saturday from 8 a.m. to 12 p.m., the Riverfront Market will be open for all to collect
and purchase fresh produce, cheese, coffee, meats and many other options. Live music and
artworks will also be available.

September 27, 2019

POLICE REPORTS
• On Sept. 5, BUPD arrested a male for possession of a controlled
substance. The male was allowed to retain his cell phone to call
his girlfriend, but at some point his cell phone was lost. BUPD
suspects this occurred while transferring the male to Peoria
Police Department custody. This Thursday, Bradley University
compensated the male for the value of the cell phone lost in their
custody.
• At 11 a.m. Sunday, a fog machine activated the fire alarm in the
Hartmann Center. No fire was detected and the fog machine was
turned off.
• On Sept. 20, officers checked the welfare of an intoxicated male at
the Sigma Chi fraternity house at 7 p.m. Medics transported him to
Methodist Hospital for further evaluation.
• A male who had been drinking was found unconscious in Williams
Hall at 2 a.m. Sept. 20. Medics evaluated the male when he woke up
and allowed him to sign a refusal for further treatment.
• On Saturday, a student’s mother called and asked officers to check
on the student after she was unable to contact her. Officers located
the student with a friend and advised her to call her mother.
• On Sept. 24, a female student had received calls and texts from an
unknown person. She received a FaceTime request and found an
unknown male exposing himself. She blocked the number. Officers
tried to contact the number with negative results.
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Blended 2.0 mixes it up
BY HALEY JOHNSON
News Editor
After the departure of Little
Raven Creamery and its short-lived
successor Little Raven Eatery in
Campustown, a new restaurant has
occupied the empty nest.
Blended 2.0 opened its doors
Friday and owner Amanda DeMaria
said cake shakes and baked goods
will remain an essential part of the
location, but she is putting her own
spin on the menu that emphasizes
customization.
“[If] you want a peanut butter and
grilled honey sandwich, well that’s
what you’re going to get,” DeMaria
said. “It’s up to you to build it the
way that you want it and everyone
around here has a style and it’s not
fair for me to say ‘Well, these are the
five sandwiches we offer and this is
what you’re going to eat.’ We have
thousands of kids over there with
very singular tastes, so how am I
going to tell you how to eat your
sandwich?”
The restaurant will also cater to
dietary restrictions, offering options
like vegan ice cream.
DeMaria said her goal is to
create a place that celebrates and
promotes the area’s diversity, and
hopes to achieve this through
hosting events including a monthly
Get to Know Your Country, where
different students and members of
the community come in and teach
to cook different dishes from around
the world.
“These kids are homesick,”
DeMaria said. “They’re from different
countries and they come here and
it’s a whole new world for them.
You kind of ache to have something
from back home but don’t want to
make everything in your little dorm
yourself, so why not share with us?
And it gives us the ability to have
a taste from where they’re from,
literally.”
The now-barren walls of the

restaurant will also carry different
tastes by being decorated with local
artists’ work. DeMaria said she wants
them to showcase their work and
talent, whether they want to sell or
display it.
“We want to celebrate all types of
art, not just drawing or writing but
all different things, whatever speaks
to your heart,” DeMaria said.
The opening of the new
Campustown business attracted
curious students.
“Once I was there, it kind of
reminded me of Little Raven
Creamery,” said Allison Plourde,
a junior creative writing major.
“Everyone was really nice and they
were honest about still working out
the kinks and trying new things. I
had a really awesome milkshake and
would definitely go back to try their
food.”
DeMaria opened the first
location of Blended in Willow Knolls
Shopping Center in late May. Then
she decided to expand the business
to Campustown in August to be near
Bradley, where her daughter Megan
Wagner attends.
“It was definitely a surprise at first,
but also excitement,” Wagner, a junior
English major, said. “Campustown is
more us in terms of what we want to
represent and share with everybody.”
DeMaria hopes to create a
safe and relaxing environment for
students to hang out at. She also
plans on temporarily extending hours
for finals season.
“I always tell people I’m a mom
away from home,” DeMaria said.
“When you’re missing your mom you
can come in here. We’ll have blankets
in here in the winter, gourmet hot
chocolate and just it’s a place to get
away and relax.”
Blended 2.0 is currently open from
11 a.m. to 9 p.m. Monday through
Thursday and 11 a.m. to 10 p.m.
Friday and Saturday. For updates on
events or to contact the business,
follow them on their Facebook Page.

Blended 2.0 is located at 1200 W. Main Street 21-A in Campustown.
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Sporting gender equality
BY CONOR MCENTEE
Copy Editor
An associate professor spoke about gender
inequality to a large crowd of students and
faculty concerned about serious inequality in the
worldwide realm of sports.
Cheryl Cooky, an associate professor
of american studies and women’s gender and
sexuality studies at Purdue University, spoke in the
Marty Theater on Monday night. The main focus of
her presentation shed light on three chapters from
her book called “No Slam Dunk: Gender, Sport and
the Unevenness of Social Change.”
Cooky started off the evening explaining that
although in four decades women’s sports had come
a long way, the journey was far from over. She
briefly highlighted the issue of boys and girls being
in separate leagues, some girls being left behind,
girls quitting sports at higher rates than boys and
men being more likely to coach both boys and girls
while women serve as simply “team moms.”
The three chapters she highlighted in her
slideshow presentation were lack of media
coverage, sex testing in sports and women, sports
and activism.

Cooky explained how media coverage, collected
from five year increments from 1989 to 2014, while
showing graphs and statistics that not much had
changed during that time. A statistic collected
during March Madness showed men’s basketball
main coverage on Sportscenter received 83 stories
for a total of 2 hours and 21 minutes, while
women’s main coverage received eight stories for a
total of nine minutes.
Some students were concerned with the
difference in statistics.
“I am a big fan of sports, so I learned that there’s
a lot of data that’s skewed in favor of men’s sports
versus women’s sports … more so than I have had
noticed before,” said Emma Smith, a junior nursing
major.
Then, Cooky explained the history of sex
testing, when it meant a woman had to strip naked
and walk across a stage in front of a panel of men
to deem she was in fact a woman.
She then transitioned to the case of Caster
Semenya who was under suspicion after her
successful win in the 800-meter run at the
World Championships in Berlin back in 2009.
Cooky explained how the International Olympic
Committee and the International Association of

Athletics Federations’ concerns of testosterone
limits were arbitrary.
Finally, she ended the presentation with words
of encouragement.
“Women’s sports [have] come a long way in
four decades, yet equality and fairness are not a
done deal,” Cooky said.
Some students took what they learned and
applied it to Bradley’s own athletic program.
“I knew the equality was pretty
bad in sports, but I didn’t think it
was that bad,”
Reaghan Wharff,
sophomore journalism major, said.
“Men’s basketball games are at the
Peoria Civic Center, where women’s
is at RenCo. The amount of people that
show up is really sad and we need to
put more effort into making it better and
more equal for everyone.”

photo via The Daily Texan
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S.H.E. Speaks provides
a new platform to discuss
feminist experiences
BY VERONICA BLASCOE
Copy Editor
This Wednesday’s meeting of
Sisterhood for Humanistic Equality,
or S.H.E. Speaks, began with a round
of introductions. Then club president
Kelly Hicks, whose light purple hair
matched a T-shirt labeled “The New
Lavender Menace,” guided the room
through a colorful slideshow on the
differing types of oppression faced
by LGBTQ women.
“Different layers of identities can
cause different layers of oppression,”
Hicks, a junior psychology major,
said. “We can work together to create
a more equal society.”
The feminist club has existed in
some form since 2010. It began as the
“Vagina Monologues,” conversationstarting
monologues
focused
on feminism that are performed
in February. After directing the
monologues last year, Hicks decided
to make it more than a play and
hold a weekly meeting discussing
feminism.
“It’s a nice way to get out,” said
Holly Grizzle, a senior psychology
and Spanish double major and

director of the Vagina Monologues.
“It’s educational and interesting…
I’m really glad that we’re discussing
pieces from the Vagina Monologues
because there’s a lot to talk about
there.”
Joined by vice president of
S.H.E Speaks Lindsay Fischer, Hicks
discussed the definitions of various
LGBTQ terms, the community’s
history of activism, including
the original “Lavender Menace”
organization and notable LGBTQ
women in today’s society.
Then, attendees gathered in a
circle for discussion, which ranged
from the Trump administration’s
policy on transgender members of the
military to Peoria City Councilman
Zach Oyler, who was recently
arrested for domestic violence.
“If you want to disagree, that’s
fine,” Hicks said. “We want it to be
an open forum for people to discuss
stuff.”
She hopes the club will grow in
both numbers and relevance. Hicks
said her goal is to create a community
for students to come together in the
spirit of feminism and equality.

BLAST FROM
THE PAST
Take a look at a
throwback article in
The Scout from:
October 8th, 1982

“Everyone’s really cool and
we learn a lot,” said club member
Cam Turner, a freshman nursing
major. “I really like talking about
intersectionality and stuff like that,
that not a lot of people think about
when they think about feminism.”
S.H.E. Speaks meets Wednesdays
from 7-8 p.m. in the Garrett Center.
Everyone is able to attend.
“We welcome people from all
backgrounds,” Hicks said. “We are
hoping to get more people to come,
especially to our later events in the
semester because those will be some
things that everyone needs to know
about.”
The club plans on hosting
discussions on domestic violence and
sexual assault during their respective
awareness months.
Students interested in joining
S.H.E.
Speaks
can
contact
shespeaksbu@gmail.com or find
the organization on social media @
shespeaksbu.

Get your news
in your inbox
Sign up for our email newsletter today
Visit BradleyScout.com/newsletter
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The other side of the cup
The story behind Zion Coffee Co.

BY ANGELINE SCHMELZER
Assistant News Editor
The owners of Zion Coffee Co. in
Peoria were guests on Wednesday as
part of the National Retail Federation
Student Association guest speaker
series.
Mike and Banu Hatfield shared the
story of how they started Zion Coffee
to a group of interested students.
It began with a launch party in
December 2013. They held pop-ups
in the Peoria area before opening
their location by Dozer Park on the
corner of Oak Street and Southwest
Adams Street. The Hatfields are now
in the midst of opening a second Zion
location.
“We talk about the things that are
important to our business, but those
things aren’t necessarily important
to the folks that come into our shop
every day,” Mike said. “It’s good for
us to have this interaction where we
understand what’s important.”
Mike said the social impact is the
essence of Zion, but people usually
only think about what is happening
on the side of the cup they are
sipping from. He explained “the other

side of the cup” as underrepresented
aspects of their business.
“It’s about a marriage or a
business partnership or drinking
cups of coffee to study for a test or
hanging out with your friends,” Mike
said. “What we are trying to do is
bring awareness to what happens on
the other side of the cup. So, the three
years that goes into the coffee plant,
the family that spends hours upon
hours … growing that pot of coffee.”
Banu said potential customers and
students studying the principles they
are trying to implement challenge
the couple.
“Are we doing the right things?
Are we doing enough?” Banu said.
“The questions that come in are
challenging questions that make us
think and grow.”
Alice Lawson, a junior marketing
major, said she enjoyed listening to
the Hatfields discuss their business.
“I love Zion and I go a lot and I
knew about some of the stuff that
went into it and some of the stuff
they do, but I didn’t know a ton
of details, so it was really great to
hear more about that and hear about
all the amazing things that they’re

doing,” Lawson said.
Mary Paetow-Fanning, a senior
sociology major, said she is a fan
of Zion Coffee and how they help
people in different countries, as well
as what they are doing in the Peoria
area.
“I think that sustainability is such
an important thing and they put
so much thought into their supply
chain,” Paetow-Fanning said.
The couple is working on a
documentary focusing on the stories
and problems facing the coffee
farmers in three areas of Guatemala.
Mike said they want to bridge the
gap between the person drinking the
coffee and the ones who produce it.
Banu gave some advice to students
making their plans for after college.
“When you think about the future,
I think there’s a pressure to figure
things out way in advance,” Banu
said. “Just be open to what life brings
to you. Have an open mindset just
to focus on the next step and know
that 10 steps from now, it may look
completely different than where you
thought you would be.”

SCOUT

Zion owners Mike and Banu Hatfield share love for coffee with
matching tattoos.
photo by Angeline Schmelzer
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What’s your opinion of vaping?
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“People are going to do
what they want to do … We
all drink booze and that’s
not good for you either.”

— Kayla Pettis, sophomore,
philosophy major
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“It’s a better alternative
than smoking cigarettes.
There’s been six deaths
due to vaping compared
to how many deaths
throughout history caused
by cigarettes. I think it’s not
good, but I think it’s better
than tobacco.”

“If people want to get lung
cancer, sure, go for it.”
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— Rebecca Larue,
sophomore, medical
laboratory science
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—Aaron Coulombe,
sophomore, nursing major
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“It’s very unhealthy and a
lot of people don’t know
actually that it’s just as bad
as smoking and I feel like if
more people talked about
how bad it was instead of
just focusing on cigarettes,
then a lot more people
wouldn’t vape.”
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— Jake Winkle, senior,
theater performance and
history double major

BY ANTHONY LANDAHL
Managing Editor
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Protesting a planet problem
This week’s national stories included
a United Nations climate session and a
16-year-old Swedish girl. One would not
expect these two to be related, but they
were.
Greta Thunberg was the biggest story
out of a U.N. emergency summit to finalize
the wording of a climate report released
on Wednesday. The climate activist called
out leaders from across the world for not
doing more to combat climate change.
The report, which did not bode well
for the Earth’s future, was debated
by scientists and leaders of different
countries. Scientists presented findings
of critical signals for the planet, but
countries with a large environmental
footprint wanted the language to be toned
down in the report.

The summit was held between two
global climate strikes on Sept. 20 and
today, which were inspired by Thunberg’s
movement #FridaysForFuture.
Here at Bradley, the United Nations
Association and the International Affairs
Organization held a strike inspired by
Thurnberg.
Now with the #FridaysForFuture, there
are plenty of chances for Bradley students
to create change and speak their minds
on campus and in the Peoria community.
Peacefully protesting is one way to
cope with the frustration of politics and
offers an opportunity for students to
express their ideas and spread awareness.
It’s an increasingly pressing issue
that modern government is not pushing
progress. Not even the U.N. can produce a

report detailing just how severe the issue
of climate change is without political
leaders trying to come between it.
So the editorial board asks: Why can’t
we – as a school, as a state, as a country
– just come together to try to leave this
planet better for the next generation?
The movement is led by youth across
the world, which is a perfect opportunity
for college students to stand up for
something they believe in.
If the issue has not garnered enough
attention through campaign hashtags,
then maybe physical protesting is a new
medium to voice opinion. In an issue as
serious as the fate of the world, would
you be willing to speak up?
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A life-changing concert
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Editor-in-Chief
Becoming a part of the campus
newspaper wasn’t something I planned
for my college experience. Troye Sivan’s
concert during my freshman year was
part of the reason why it happened.
It all changed on Nov. 1, 2016 in
Chicago. I bought the tickets in May,
right after I decided to come to Bradley
and before my high school graduation. As
an international student from China and

attending high school in Florida, I had no
idea how far Peoria was from Chicago.
Fast forward to August: I got my
syllabus and was planning my calendar,
only to realize that Nov. 1 was a Tuesday.
Did I think about taking the Peoria
Charter Bus and skipping my classes on
that Wednesday? Of course, I did. But that
Wednesday was one of the “speech days”
for my public speaking class, and missing
a class meant an automatic drop in my
letter grade for missing my speech.
The stakes were too high, and I
wouldn’t be able to get back on time if I
took the bus. I thought about driving, but
I did not have a car on campus at the time,
nor did I have a U.S. driver’s license. My
Chinese driver’s license wouldn’t work.
At this point, it seemed impossible
for me to make it to the concert without
missing my class, and logically speaking,
it was not worth the effort to attend the
concert. But I was determined.
It turns out to be extremely hard to
get a driver’s license without a Social
Security number, which I didn’t have
at the time. I would need a job offer to
apply for a Social Security number as an
international student, and it would only
be on-campus jobs, a limitation set by my

student visa.
I needed an on-campus job regardless,
but the concert created this urgency for
me and encouraged me to apply for every
opportunity I could find.
It is probably safe to say not many
people experienced the level of excitement
and the sense of relief I felt when I
received a job offer from dining services
in mid-October. It was my golden ticket to
Charlie’s chocolate factory.
Just days later, I received the offer to
become the graphics editor at The Scout.
With the job offers, I applied for and
got my Social Security number, got my
driver’s license and somehow managed
to rent a car with my Chinese driving
records. I drove to Chicago that Tuesday,
attended the concert and drove back
the same night. I still made it to my
Wednesday morning class.
At the time, I was happy that I was able
to find some jobs on campus and was able
to make it to the concert. What I didn’t
realize is that my job as the graphics
editor really helped me to discover my
passion for both graphic design and for
journalism throughout my college career.
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Peoria movie wonders and
blunders: IMAX and ‘IMINIMUM’
BY JADE SEWELL
Assistant Voice Editor
There are several theaters close to campus and all have their pros and cons. Instead of ranking theaters from best to worst, I am going to evaluate each theater on a five-point scale for the following
criteria: cleanliness, affordability, viewer experience, popularity, proximity to campus and options. On the following scale, a higher proximity score means that a theater is closer to campus, and “options”
will refer to the amount of movies playing and the amount of showing times available.

Willow Knolls - Peoria, IL
Cleanliness:
Affordability:
Viewer experience:
Popularity:
Proximity to campus:
Options:

Landmark - Peoria, IL
Cleanliness:
Affordability:
Viewer experience:
Popularity:
Proximity to campus:
Options:

Managed by Bradley film-appreciation instructor Steve Warner, Willow Knolls is
fairly affordable for students with evening tickets costing only $7.25. The concession
menu is somewhat limited and overpriced, but what movie theater food isn’t expensive?
Willow Knolls has, by far, the most playing times any day of the week, and you can
always find a decent seat. Only 11 minutes from campus, Willow Knolls is the most
convenient theater in the Peoria area.

Landmark is by far the cheapest theater in Peoria, with tickets costing only $5.50 for
students. However, the quality of experience you receive is definitely proportional to the
cost. The seats in Landmark are ancient and uncomfortable, and I don’t think any of the
upholstery has been changed since the 70s. If you just want to see a movie just to see it,
Landmark is your most cost-effective option. However, if you go to the movies for the
experience, keep reading.

New Vision Showplace Pekin 14 - Pekin, IL

AMC Grand Prairie - Peoria, IL

Cleanliness:
Affordability:
Viewer experience:
Popularity:
Proximity to campus:
Options:
The Pekin movie theater has always been my favorite. Even during premieres this
theater is hardly busy, meaning that my friends and I can give loud commentary during
the movie and text to our hearts’ content. The only inconvenience about New Vision
Pekin is that it’s a 17 minute drive from campus. For me, the great seats and immersive
experience Pekin offers is well worth it, but it certainly isn’t for everyone.

Cleanliness:
Affordability:
Viewer experience:
Popularity:
Proximity to campus:
Options:
AMC Grand Prairie offers the best movie experience by far and is the only real
movie theater in Peoria that has IMAX options. That being said, if you want to see
movies at AMC regularly, you’re probably going to have to sell your kidneys on the
black market. One trip to AMC can easily come out to over $40 after concessions, a
luxury most of us college students can’t afford.
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Esports for the Braves

BY HASSAN SOPHA
Off-staff Reporter
Esports are at the forefront of the next generation of gaming
culture here on campus, participated in by individuals with
aspirations of becoming a part of a cutting edge legacy. Esports
promise noble ideals, but for Bradley, these dreams are not quite
a reality. There’s certainly a gap between this and the current
efforts to bring esports to our university.
Julie Howe, director of residential living and student conduct,
and Griffin Kemp, a junior interactive media major, are a part of
the growing number of faculty and students behind this effort to
deliver on this esports dream. Kemp founded the Bradley Esports
Committee for the purpose of growing the esports community
here at Bradley. Originally, it was a concept that wasn’t meant to
live beyond a successful proposal.
“The one thing I feel that is super unique to Bradley’s esports
community is that we don’t necessarily have a whole esports

club,” Kemp said.
This can be for better or for worse. There’s a reason why other
schools may develop a single esports club. The nature of each
game fosters very individualized populations. Players develop
strong loyalties to their gaming communities.
“We don’t want to consolidate those communities because
people are already attached to the communities that they grew
up with,” Kemp said.
It’s become an important foundation to the way that Kemp
describes running the committee: less of an all-in-one gaming
hub and more of a student union for other clubs to rally around.
Bradley, however, isn’t focused on community; it, like most
educational institutions, is focused on value. What can the
university get out of an investment into esports?
“A lot of the value added is going to be from recruitment
opportunities and growing messages of Bradley in many different
communities and populations,” Howe said.

If Bradley develops an esports program, it will serve as a
recruitment factor for many in the gaming community. Both
Howe and Kemp share the sentiment that a strong community is
an essential part of esports.
Right now the goal has been focused around building this
foundational exposure.
“I want to make sure that the people who have the decision
making ability have the information to make it happen,” Howe
said.
Even if esports is not the most important organization on
campus, it’s a way to engage a diverse and vibrant student
culture that may not have a place on campus otherwise. No small
wonder can go anywhere without the dreams and convictions of
the people who support it. One day, esports might be a wonder
all on its own.

The real cost of the digital age

BY GHIFARI ADITYA
Off-staff Reporter
We live in a digital age. There is no doubt about that.
Computers incapable of storing even 5 MB of data once occupied
giant rooms. Today, even the entry-level iPhone can store over
5,000 pictures and videos.
Unlike film, JPEG files do not rot. Unlike paper photos, JPEG
files are coffee-stain proof. Sure, the physical medium that stores
those files will degrade over time, but modern storage mediums
are built with degradation in mind. You will lose data by malware
before your hard drive will ever rot. You will lose data through
accidental deletion before your solid-state drive will fail. Gone
are the days of long, printed photo books.
Any technological advancement brings costs no one could
anticipate. I am not here to discuss the costs to our privacy,
though concerns over that specific matter are not unwarranted
in this post-Snowden world. There is a real, quantifiable price to
keeping memories in this digital age.
Growing up, most of my significant life events have been
digitally documented. From videos of my first ever choir solo
to pictures of my high school graduation, everything is neatly
organized by events and date, sorted by name.
To date, I own over 2 TB worth of personal mementos and
creative projects. Storing that amount of data is not an easy task.
Cloud services are no longer cost-efficient over 2 TB and custom

solutions make zero sense under at least 16 TB.
The cost of storing 2 TB of data on the cloud varies between
service providers. Google Drive and Apple’s iCloud both offers a
plan at $9.99 per month while Dropbox offers their plan at $11.99
per month Custom, on-premise solutions require the technical
knowledge of building and configuring your own storage server
or ordering a pre-built solution at a much higher cost.
Cheaper solutions geared toward personal use exist, though
these are less reliable and less capable than commercial solutions.
The cost of building a storage server varies with the software
configurations and the hard drive configurations, though
generally, they start at around $2,500 without the hard drives.
The base cost of installing custom solutions, or even name-brand
residential solutions, are a joke on that small of a scale.
Storing 2 TB of data, in theory, is better done in the cloud.
In practice, the types of data matter. Documents and pictures
can be stored anywhere. They are small and compact. Even raw
files straight out of professional cameras are only hundreds of
megabytes in size. The same cannot be said about video files.
The recording of my senior year musical, “The Addams
Family,” is a sizable 7.33 GB. That occupies almost half of the
capacity of a free tier storage plan on Google Drive. Storing my
videos and creative projects in the cloud is not an option, even
with the unlimited storage tier. Uploading data at that scale is
challenging. Even in 2019, downloading 7.33 GB of data is a lot

easier than uploading it.
Unfortunately, maintaining our data will never be cheap. Hard
drives fail, cloud solutions change pricing models, file formats
go out of favor. With any of these events, we have to put more
money and energy into preserving our digital memories. The
costs only grow with time as physical medium nears their endof-life and as our data repository grows in size.
Even Google feels the cost of storing large files. Teams at
Google developed size efficient image and video formats in
2010. A few years ago, YouTube fully adopted these formats for
supported browsers (all major browsers currently supports the
format). The cost of these formats are no longer in size, it is in
computing capabilities. I may no longer be able to stream YouTube
videos from my high school Chromebook, but I can download a
significant number of them into the minuscule storage in it.
This battle between size cost and computing cost makes little
difference for consumers. At the end of the day, consumers have
to drop hundreds, if not thousands, of dollars in both storage
capacity and computing capacity. For people like me, there is no
other choice. Our memories are digital. We do not have photo
books. Instead, we have folders upon folders of digital pictures
and videos. We will continue to spend hundreds of dollars in
storage capacity, all in the name of personal memories.
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‘Dad-quiris’ and ‘mom-garitas’ at parents weekend
BY CONOR MCENTEE
Copy Editor
As families roll into Bradley to catch up with their kids,
there is one ritual that always occurs when the sun goes down:
partying. Yes, parents consume copious amounts of alcohol
while talking to their child’s friends and teasing their children
in front of potential love interests.
This phenomenon happens across college campuses around
the nation during family weekends, but it seems that parents
whose children are in Greek life push this agenda more than
most.
Parents either go all in or all out on the festivities going
on inside the Greek houses on Fredonia. If someone is in a
fraternity or sorority, their parents are 99 percent likely to drink
with them to excess.
When I looked around this past weekend, I witnessed
mothers laughing loudly with red wine swirling in their cheap
Dollar Tree wine glasses. I also observed a father chug beer,
drunkenly shred on a guitar in a basement and then proceed to
go to Saddle Up as a wingman for his son, hoping to hook him
up with a cute girl before the night ended.

“I think the craziest thing I have seen parents do is definitely
taking turns drinking out of a beerbong,” Sheridan Hurtig, a
junior television arts major, said.
Yes, parents take turns drinking out of an overly used funnel
device designed to help you chug a beer in one huge gulp. Every
fraternity house has one and none of them know how long it’s
been since it was washed.

Most fathers who come back for family weekend seem to
relive their glory days through their sons and daughters. They
want to feel like they did when everything was carefree, and
they didn’t have to face the reality of mortgages and minivans.
Mothers usually take things slower than fathers do. Most
mothers know their limits, but there is always the small group
that pushes it to the extreme.
For example, some mothers take up an entire kitchen area
to play a game of dice, getting so into it that it turns from a fun
game to a cutthroat competition.
Some people may think parents take it too far, but it is a
good thing for parents to flush the wild side out of their system
by partying with their child.
Parents have spent all their time and devotion to their kids,
making sure to shield them from their own mistakes and the
harshness of real life. They should take this time to cut loose and
enjoy the fact that their child is still in college.
So let parents run up a high bill at the bar, eat greasy food
and relive a little bit of their glory days, because that short
weekend of fun will produce many memories in the long run.

What is ‘Homestuck?’

BY MADIE TROLINGER
Off-staff Reporter
Even for the most hardcore fans, explaining what “Homestuck”
actually involves is no easy feat. Between its vocabulary, character
cast and weird plot shenanigans, “Homestuck” is hardly coherent.
That being said, it is the most confusingly brilliant story you
could ever encounter.
Created by Andrew Hussie, this 8,130 page web-comic
seamlessly blends comedy with the heartbreaking grim. When
the massive project began on April 13, 2009, no one was quite
sure what to expect. Even now, over 10 years later, “Homestuck”
remains an entertaining, albeit complex, story.
It follows the adventures of a 13-year-old boy named John
Egbert and his three friends. After uploading a reality-altering
sandbox game titled “Sburb” to their computers, their
world starts to fall apart. The game forces the kids into
a bizarre new dimension called the Incipisphere where
an endless war between light and darkness rages on; the
main objective of the game is to create a new universe in
which everyone can live.
During the kids’ mission to beat Sburb, readers are
introduced to various locations inside the Incipisphere.
Two planets, Derse and Prospit, serve as the home-worlds
of light and darkness. Their eternal battle is over the

planet Skaia, the center of it all. Known as the “dormant crucible
of unlimited creative potential” in the story, a giant chessboardstyle terrain called The Battlefield lies beneath its cloudy sky.
Amidst these worlds, a number of beings wander about and
try to complete the game. These “players” consist of humans,
cherubs and trolls who communicate with each other through
different chat forums. Each character has a unique username,
typing quirk and title which provides the player extraordinary
power.
Titles are made up of two parts: the class and the aspect.
Classes are roles such as mage, knight or lord. Aspects on the
other hand are elements like space, blood and doom. Along with
these denominations, players have an inventory called a

sylladex and a weapon of choice which is stored in what’s called
the strife specibus.
Perhaps the hardest part to understand about “Homestuck” is
the game’s mechanics. To speak in simple terms, a session of Sburb
in “Homestuck” starts out like an ordinary video game: players
fight monsters to obtain a monetary reward of boondollars and
a substance called Grist which can be used to build anything. In
the process, players climb the Echeladder; in essence, they level
up. After reaching the top, players can become God Tier; that is,
unlock their title powers. However, the only way to do this is
through death and rebirth.
In the hopes that anything said here made sense, there are
many other fascinating game mechanics, locations,
characters, events and themes not mentioned.
“Homestuck” is an extensive masterpiece and
explaining it all in such a short space or time simply
isn’t possible. In order to fully comprehend the
excellence of this web-comic, all one can do is dive
right in. The madness of it all is scary at first, and
many strange things happen. Nevertheless, there are
in-story guides and a comprehensive wiki capable of
shedding light on the complexities. “Homestuck” can be
found online at https://www.homestuck.com/story/1.

Peter and the Starcatcher:
A novel come to life
BY CAMERON DINGERSON
Off-staff Reporter
After a month of classes, theater
season is finally upon us again. The first
show of the year is one of the handful
I have not seen, and I am thrilled that
I can finally add it to my repertoire.
“Peter and the Starcatcher” impressed
me so much that I already bought
tickets for tonight’s performance, and
everyone else should as well.
“Peter and the Starcatcher,”
for those who don’t know, is a
Tony
Award-winning
straight
play – although there are some
incorporations of music – adapted
from the series of children’s novels
jointly written by Dave Barry and
Ridley Pearson.
On Wednesday, I was lucky enough
to see Bradley’s production, which
runs Thursdays through Sundays from
Sept. 26 to Oct. 6, and no amount of
hyperbole can express how great the
show is. From the design elements to
the acting, the show was phenomenal
in every way.
“The action is driven by an
ensemble that never stops moving and
who employ the most essential tools of
storytelling to conjure up a fantastical
world of hope, adventure and wonder,”

said Scott Kanoff, chairperson of the
department of theatre arts.
For those of you who, like me, are
Broadway-obsessed, you will draw
comparisons between the simple set
and those of some minimalist shows
like “The Band’s Visit” and “Come
From Away.” It should be noted,
though, that the production does the
absolute most with what it has despite
the minimalist design.
Regarding the acting, everyone
was fantastic and the few standouts
I noticed included Dan Matisa as
Black Stache, who is brilliantly able
to incorporate Monty Python-esque
humor into his scenes whenever
onstage. Another standout was Jake
Winkle, who portrayed both Bill Slank
and Hawking Clam. The final cast
standout who I would like to mention
is Maggie Sullivan who played Molly
Aster.
As previously mentioned, I loved
the show, and when I left the final
dress rehearsal my only thought
was “when am I going back?” So, I
am going back tonight and probably
again after that. If you like spectacular
theater, I implore you to see this show
at least once.
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Classifieds
Classified ads can be submitted to the Scout Office in Sisson Hall
319 or by calling the Scout office at (309) 677-3067. Please submit
classified ads by 5 p.m. Monday for inclusion in the Friday issue.

UNIVERSITY PROPERTIES 2020-2021 STUDENT
RENTALS
We have very nice housing for groups of 1 to 9, located on some
of the most desirable streets
surrounding Bradley’s campus - Barker, Bradley, Cooper,
Fredonia, Main, Rebecca, and University.
Check out our website for more information.
Select “June 2020” as the lease start date.
www.rentUPbu.com
UNIVERSITY PROPERTIES 2ND SEMESTER STUDENT
RENTALS
We have a few properties available for
2019-2020 2nd semester only.
Various locations and sizes, all close to campus. Check out our
website for more information.
Select “January 2020” as the lease start date.
www.rentUPbu.com
Walter Adams Properties Apartment Available
2 Bedroom with separate bath and walk-in closet
Shared common area & off street parking
Email: walteradamsproperties@gmail.com
Houses/Apartments for Rent
2-5 bedroom houses available 2020-2021 school year.
All close to campus. Laundry available.
For info and tours call 309-472-7386
Or email offcampuspeoria@gmail.com.

Sudoku

Hilltop Realty
Individual Group Student Rentals
1 Room Now Available
for Jan 2020-July 2020
3 Room Now Available
for Aug 2020-July 2021
Call us today for a showing!
309-431-1404
Email:
HilltopRealtyPeoria@Gmail.Com
FREDONIA AVENUE HOUSES FOR RENT
2BD/3BD/4BD/7BD HOUSES
Available for
2020-2021 School Year
Clean/NewBathrms/
Private Yard. Early Signing Bonus.
Call 309-648-9326 for Info & Showing.

Solutions
Posted
Online
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A new voice for the Speech Team
BY VALERIE VASCONEZ
News Reporter
Andrew Eilola’s path in forensics
speech began in high school when he
attended speech camp. He was a 2011
national finalist in persuasive speaking
while at Concordia College in Minnesota
and coached at Moorhead High School.
After competing and coaching
teams against Bradley while he was
a coach at George Mason Institute of
Forensics, Eilola took on a position as
the new director of forensics and new
in the communications department this
semester.
When the position opened up, Eilola
said he was excited for the opportunity at
Bradley because of its reputation.
“This was a big transition for us,” said
Cassandra Edlund, vice president of the
Speech Team. “It’s been really great so
far. He’s been very student-oriented and
has worked with us trying to figure out
what we’ve done in the past and how we
can move forward in the best way with
the team.”
Eilola said he plans to focus on more
than just winning and placing.
“There’s a whole lot that goes into
running a team, specifically this role,”
Eilola said. “For the team, I’m trying to

instil a healthy culture. While winning is
sometimes important, it’s not my primary
focus. We have 42 national titles here at
Bradley. I think it’s important that we
also focus on our students.”
The aim for this year is to make
forensics a place that is fun and
empowering for all students involved, not
just for those who make it to the finals.
Eilola also stressed the need for balance
and trust.
“I’ve had great conversations with
[Eilola],” Edlund, a senior public health
education major, said. “He brings
a really cool perspective about being
about the students. If we have any issues
or concerns we can address it to him.
He’s someone we can lean on which is
someone you need for an activity that’s
super competitive and super involved.”
Students on the Speech Team are
already seeing a difference in the
dynamics of this new leadership. Eilola
said he wants the speech team to have an
even bigger impact on campus.
“I really want people here at Bradley
to know what we do,” Eilola said. “I
believe that the students on the team are
incredible. I really want to showcase what
they do to our community on campus.”
Eiola wants to take the Speech Team
to a different level. He wants to see the

team be as recognizable as the sports
teams on campus and reestablish their
reign in Illinois.
Eilola said students start at the the
high school and middle school speech
teams and are shown they can continue
forensics in college. Students can give
themselves a challenge to help better
themselves here on campus.
“I think it’s a process of selfbetterment,” Eilola said. “So much of
what we do is crafting and realizing who
your authentic self is. Recognizing what
your voice is, in writing or speech, is the
primary thing we focus on.”
According to Eilola, college is already
a transformational process, and being
connected with one’s goals and passions
can further drive members on the team
and refine their skills.
Besides the possible stress that can
come with competing, travel and keeping
students aligned, Eilola is enjoying his
time here.
“I’m loving it here,” Eilola said. “When
I came on campus, the culture and the
way how everyone was so welcoming
has made my academia life, work life and
even life at home even greater. This was
a great move for me, I’m on cloud nine.”
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ANDREW EILOLA
Andrew Eilola is the new director of Bradley forensic team.
photo via bradley.edu

The ‘where’ and ‘why’ of
mental health at Bradley
BY SAM MWAKASISI
Off-staff Reporter
On Wednesday night students
engaged in a discussion revolving
around the importance of
supporting mental health in a
college environment.
Brooke Poling, a graduate
assistant at the Smith Career
Center, helmed the conversation
with an hour-long presentation
on the mental health resources
available at Bradley, indicating
their importance by highlighting
how college stressors impact all
of us.
Bradley’s chapter of Active
Minds, a nonprofit mental health
awareness
organization
for
students, hosted the guest speaker
event as one of many planned
throughout the year.
Active Minds has chapters
located at high schools and
colleges nationwide, and Bradley’s
chapter has more events planned
throughout the year.
Poling’s
presentation
highlighted the system of resources
available for Bradley students that
allows each student to get the

specific help that they need.
“It’s great that we have a
lot of resources on campus for
mental health,” said Lauren
Urschel, freshman dietetics major
and communications manager
of Bradley’s chapter. “It’s really
important that Bradley has these
resources and that we have a
speaker that’s willing to talk about
it.”
Poling further emphasized
the significance of the resources’
community-wide
reach
by
detailing various facts about how
students are impacted by mental
illness, stating that while 20
percent of Americans experience
mental health conditions during
college, 50 percent of American
adults face them at some point in
their lives and 75 percent of all
conditions develop by age 24.
“We need to take care of
ourselves in college,” Poling said.
“Filling your tank by taking care of
yourself is a major aspect.”
With the continuing prevalence
of the stigma around mental
illness, the discussion leaders saw
informing students about their

options as early on as possible to
be crucial.
“Freshmen learn about it, but
then you forget because you’re
doing all these other things,” Poling
said. “There are a lot of resources
on campus and sometimes students
aren’t necessarily aware of how
much there really is.”
Individual
counseling
is
conducted with one of six
on-staff therapists (with optional
off-campus
psychiatrists);
appointments can be scheduled
through call or email and take
place in the Counseling Center, in
the basement of the Markin Center.
Alternatively, group counseling is
a student-centered process where
students with similar symptoms
can give feedback and support one
another.
Current resources include
individual counseling and group
counseling. The Counseling Center
can be reached at 309-677-2700
or at 309-677-3200 in case of an
after-hours emergency. To get
in the know, visit https://www.
activeminds.org/chapter/bradleyuniversity.

A day without an
immigrant

photos by William Craine
A Day Without An Immigrant was hosted by Alpha Psi Lambda and
covered the important role of immigrants in America.
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Bradley hosts Family Weekend picnic and pep rally

Bradley students and their families came together Saturday for lunch at the Michel Student Center followed by a pep rally and the presentation of the Parent of the Year award.
photos by Katelyn Edwards
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From RenCo to Markin: Ihrke blooms across campus
BY RONAN KHALSA
Sports Editor
If it wasn’t for the tree in front of
Bradley Hall, former volleyball player
Abby Ihrke might not have come to
Bradley in 2015. During her official
visit, the pink petals that bloom every
year began to grace the ground below
it.
“When I came to visit, that pink
tree outside of Bradley Hall was
blooming, that thing blooms for like
two days and I was here for one of
them,” Ihrke said. “I thought ‘dang
this place has beautiful flowers and I
love the nature atmosphere.’”
Ihrke is not the average MBA
student in Bradley’s Foster College
of Business. She is also a traveling
manager of the Division I volleyball
team and the Graduate Assistant
for Campus Recreation & Athletic
Facilities.
During Ihrke’s undergraduate
career, she was a defensive specialist
and libero for the Bradley volleyball
team. She finished her four-year
playing career ranked eighth in school
history with 1,201 digs, while also
leading the team in serve percentage
her senior season.
Ihrke was a tough competitor
on the floor as well as in the
classroom. She completed a double
major in finance and Spanish with
a cumulative 3.67 GPA and earned
placement on the Missouri Valley

Conference Honor Roll each academic
year. Following her junior and senior
academic seasons, thought of as
the toughest of a collegiate career,
Ihrke was rewarded with the MVC
Commissioner’s Academic Excellence
Award. In December 2018 Ihrke was
recognized by the conference and
presented with the Good Neighbor
Award, an honor only presented to 30
student-athletes each year.
Ihrke
appreciated
the
acknowledgement
for
her
classroom achievements because
her playing time was limited
throughout her career.
“It was really cool to get those
awards because my role was
smaller on the team and to know
that my efforts in the classroom
were helping bring recognition to
the team in some way is really
cool,” Ihrke said.
As a volleyball manager
she performs far from the
stereotypical managerial tasks.
Ihrke provides insight about
the team’s mindset and playing
style to head coach Carol PriceTorok.
“I take stats during the game
about the our team and other
team’s serve-receive which
is my area of expertise
and am able to take that
information and relay it
to [the coaches] to help

make decisions,” Ihrke said. “The cool
thing about my position right now
is that I’m fresh out of [playing] so
I have a different perspective than
the coaches, but I can kind of be like
a liaison if needed. I can see things
from the girls’ perspective, so I can
act as a voice of reason.”
Price-Torok
echoed
Ihrke’s
statement about being able to bring
a renewed perspective.
“We, [the coaches], all
played volleyball, but it was
a long time ago so we
kinda forget stuff,” PriceTorok said. “She
gives us a

After losing its third game in a
row on Saturday at Drake, Bradley
broke the skid Wednesday at Loyola
with a 0-0 draw.
Wednesday’s double overtime
battle with the Ramblers earned
the Braves their first point of the
conference season, despite not getting
a result.
Although Bradley was outshot 259, its defense allowed just five shots
on goal, three resulting in saves by
senior keeper Nathan Wisbey.
“I thought we did a great job being
extremely aggressive to step and block
shots, and clear rebounds and second
chance opportunities,” head coach Jim
DeRose said. “Although we conceded
more shots than we would’ve liked,
we did not allow many shots on goal.”
In Saturday’s 2-0 loss, the Braves
struggled offensively, managing just
one shot.
“Drake’s attack kept us from
moving forward,” DeRose said. “They
had control of the ball for most of the
first half.”
The Bulldogs managed to get their
first goal in the 19th minute of the

game. It came from forward Austin
Smythe, his first of the season.
“I give a lot of credit to [Drake],”
DeRose said. “They put a lot of
offensive pressure on us from the
beginning.”
Throughout the game, the Braves
dealt with heavy Bulldogs’ pressure.
“Defensively, we knew we had
to absorb pressure,” DeRose said.
“They have one of the best attacking
players, in the Missouri Valley [in
junior Leroy Ensugusi].”
In the second half, Drake was
quick to attack from the halftime
break. In the 56th minute the Bulldogs
struck again with a second goal from
Ensugusi, his third of the season.
The Braves dramatically improved
offensively after regrouping at
halftime, managing to put up eight
shots. Late in the half, junior forward
Gerit Wintermeyer attempted to
cut their deficit in half with a 73rd
minute penalty kick. However, the
attempt was saved by reigning MVC
Defensive Player of the Week, Drake’s
goalkeeper Luke Anderson.
DeRose said the Braves need
to remain focused on the future,
especially following the losses.
“In this new format, we kind of just

She is also busy with her position
in campus recreation. Ihrke’s main
responsibilities are planning as well
as executing Late Night BU and
overseeing 45 student employees.
Throughout
her
undergraduate
career, Ihrke worked as an intramural
supervisor.
She has only been in her current
position since the school year began
but is already grateful for all she’s
learned.
“There’s a lot of managerial
experience that I think I wouldn’t get
right off an entry level position, it’s
a lot of experiential learning,” Ihrke
said.
Ihrke plans to work in the
environmental sustainability field
after her tenure at Bradley comes to a
close. She said the data analysis skills
she gained in the business college will
help her in the long term.
Her effort continues with the
dining halls’ composting plan
implemented in the 2017-18 school
year and she still volunteers her time
with the BU Cleanup Crew.
Now, as a Bradley employee,
Ihrke hopes to reach the Bradley
administration and make the
university more environmentally
friendly.

Ihrke celebrates a match victory with a double fist pump in 2018.
photo via Bradleybraves.com

Soccer snaps losing streak
with draw at Loyola
BY HERNAN GUTIERREZ
Sports Reporter

great sense of just a bridge between
us and the players from that
standpoint and it’s really fun to have
her on the other side of things and
in conversations with coaches with
game plan adjustments.”
Ihrke said it’s been an odd
transition from graduating senior to
being a student-coach of sorts.
“It’s a really weird transition
since [team members are] still
some of my best friends,” Ihrke
said. “Striking that balance between
being a friend and having a little bit
of an authoritative role over them
[is strange]. When I was an actual
player I don’t think I was the type
of person who would be like ‘Hey I
think you should consider changing
this,’ now it’s finding that confidence
in myself and trusting them to take
my feedback.”
Sophomore outside hitter Rachel
Pranger said Ihrke’s presence this
season has been valuable.
“It’s really nice to have her on
there because she’s been with us and
we are really comfortable with her so
we can go to her about stuff or she
can give us pointers during the game,”
Pranger said. “She was a great player,
still is a great player, and she’s been
dong really well.

have to lick our wounds and improve
for the next opponent,” DeRose said.
The opening of the Missouri
Valley Conference season comes with
the start of a new conference format.
Last year’s conference champion and
affiliate member Central Arkansas
left for the Sun Belt Conference.
As a result, only six schools in the
Valley have men’s soccer programs.
Now, conference play is set up as
a double round-robin with teams
playing each other in home and away
games.
Unlike in other sports, soccer also
plays part of their non-conference
schedule during their conference
schedule. DeRose mentioned that
this poses a challenge and a need for
strategizing in lineups.
“Expect more freshmen in the
lineup,” DeRose said. “The goal is to
be the best team come late October
into November.”
The point earned at Loyola will be
helpful for the Braves as they look to
find the back of the net.
The next match is against fellow
conference foe Valparaiso on Sunday.
Kickoff is scheduled for 1 p.m. at Shea
Stadium.

Week Ahead
Volleyball

Friday Sept. 27 6 p.m.
-Southern IllinoisSaturday Sept. 28 5 p.m.
-Missouri StateMonday Sept. 30 5 p.m.
- at Indiana State-

Soccer

Sunday Sept. 29 1 p.m.
-Valparaiso-

of the week
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Cross country off to a hot start, literally
BY JOSH SCHWAM
Off-staff Reporter
Not even temperatures eclipsing
90 degrees at Detweiller Park
last Friday afternoon during the
Bradley Intercollege could slow
down the defending Missouri Valley
Conference champions. The Braves
swept both team competitions, with
junior McKenzie Altmayer attacking
the leaders late and senior Jake
Hoffert soloing away from the gun to
claim individual titles.
“A lot of positives to take out of
it, McKenzie and Jake obviously … we
had a lot of good young guys coming
through like [redshirt-freshmen]
Drew Wenger and Matt Ritchman,”
head coach Darren Gauson said. “I
was pretty happy with the day as a
whole.”
In the women’s three mile race,
two runners from Southeast Missouri
State took to the front of the race,
with Bradley’s sophomore Tyler
Schwartz in tow. Almost immediately,
sophomore Ayah Aldadah sat in third
place, around five seconds back, with

a clump of Bradley and SEMO runners
a few strides behind her.
The race played out that way until
the final half mile, when Altmayer,
who sat in the bunch, found another
gear nobody could follow. She
finished the race in 17 minutes 21.1
seconds.
“We had planned to go to the
front as a group, and in that last mile
our coach Danny [Stults] gave us
the okay to push the pace and race,
and I just had it,” Altmayer said. “My
mileage is higher than it’s ever been
and I’m feeling really good.”
The Braves had five of the
first eight finishers – Altmayer,
Schwartz and Aldadah and freshmen
Sophia McDonell and Lily Strauss.
Gauson caught notice of the strong
performance by the underclassmen.
“In the women’s race, we went
junior,
sophomore,
sophomore,
freshman, freshman.” Gauson said.
“I was really happy with the youth
today.”
In the men’s 8-kilometer, Jake
Hoffert went to the front immediately

and never looked back. Hoffert has
the fastest personal best on the team,
running 24:33.6 at the 2018 MVC
Cross Country Championships, and
he cruised to the victory in 25:06.1
this time around.
Given the scorching heat, the fact
that it is early in the season and that
Hoffert ran the race nearly entirely on
his own, his performance earned him
Valley Cross Country Athlete of the
Week recognition.
“He’s in really good shape.”
Gauson said. “That was as smooth as
I’ve ever seen him look in a race …
He’s a two-time national qualifier and
in fantastic shape.”
As a team, Bradley had nine of
the top 11 finishers, and three in the
top five: Hoffert, Richtman and senior
Ben Potrykus.
The team now looks ahead to meets
at Notre Dame and Wisconsin, where
they will race stronger programs.
“Notre Dame will be our first real
test.” Gauson said. “Obviously then
at Wisconsin and here at the Pink
Classic will be our big tests for the

conference meet. And after those
meets we can start to see how we
need to prepare for conference like,
‘do we need more speed work’ or ‘do
we need to do better long runs.’”
The Braves will race next on Oct 4
at the Joe Piane Invitational at Notre
Dame in South Bend, Indiana.

Josh Schwam is a sophmore
sports communication major
from New York, New York.
Schwam can be reached at
jschwam@mail.bradley.edu.

McKenzie Altmayer

Jake Hoffert

photos via bradleybraves.com

Column
Volleyball Preseason Poll
Around the NFL:
Seven observations through three weeks 1.
2.
BY JACOB STEINBERG
Off-staff Reporter

defensive coordinator Mike Pettine to
be a head coach again soon.

We are nearly a quarter of the
way through the NFL season. With
14 weeks left, anything can happen.
Here’s a look at what I’ve seen so far
around the league.

3.
The Colts are not seeing a
drop-off with Jacoby Brissett
When quarterback Andrew Luck
shockingly announced his retirement,
there was speculation the Colts
would tank for Tua Tagovailoa or
Justin Herbert. However, quarterback
Jacoby Brissett has been just fine. He
finished Sunday’s game completing
28 of his 37 passes for 310 yards, two
touchdowns and no interceptions
after completing his first 16 passes.
If Brissett continues to play well, the
Colts will roll through the AFC South.

1.
The Bears are – and aren’t
– what we thought they were
Before the season, the Bears
promised a lights-out defense
complimented by an innovative
and modern offensive scheme. So
far, Bears fans have only seen the
lights-out defense. The offense has
looked mediocre, at best. Quarterback
Mitch Trubisky is not living up to
expectations, as he’s looked out of
sync and inaccurate. Head coach
Matt Nagy’s play calling has not
helped the offense out either, failing
to cater to Trubisky and the offense’s
strengths. The Bears better hope their
elite defense can carry them while the
offense continues to try and find their
footing.
2.
The Packers are back
As a Bears fan, this is painful to
say. This is the best defense they have
had since their last Super Bowl win
in 2010. Their defense allows less
than 12 points per game. This greatly
helps out quarterback Aaron Rodgers
as he works out the kinks in head
coach Matt LaFleur’s offense. Expect

4.
Don’t let the Cowboys’
start fool you
Cowboys’ offensive coordinator
Kellen Moore is emphasizing
play action passing with intricate
receiver motions and position
tweaks. Quarterback Dak Prescott is
thriving off of it, ranking second in
touchdown passes and passer rating
on the season. However, consider the
opposing defenses Dallas has gone
up against are ranked 31st, 28th and
32nd respectively. Week five against
the Packers will be a big test to show
if the Cowboys are for real or a fluke.
5.
Cam Newton is on the
decline
Watching Newton throw has
become painful to watch. You can tell
that he is only using his arm without

his shoulders when throwing,
which results in inaccurate throws
downfield. It is looking like the hits
that Newton has taken are beginning
to catch up to him. It could be the end
of an era in Charlotte.
6.
Give Denver’s defense
some time
Vic Fangio came to Denver after
overseeing a historically good Bears
defense last season. So far, the Bears
have 11 sacks and six takeaways
while the Broncos have zero in both
categories. Much of it is due to the
talent gap between Denver and
Chicago’s defenses. If Fangio is given
time, Denver’s defense could prosper.
7.
The Dolphins are bad
That’s it. The Dolphins are in
uncharted waters when it comes to
bad teams. The Fins have lost their
first three games by a respective 49,
43 and 25 points. Even worse, their
negative 117-point differential is the
third worst through three games in
NFL history and the worst since the
1970 merger. They would make the
1976 Tampa Bay Buccaneers, 2008
Detroit Lions and 2017 Cleveland
Browns look like playoff teams. 0-16
is inevitable. If the Dolphins can hit
big on at least a quarter of their 12
draft picks in 2020 and nine the year
after, there could be some hope. But
not this year.

Follow us on Twitter!

@ScoutSportsDesk
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ONE-ON-ONE
What team will win the AL Pennant?
Yankees

vs.

The New York Yankees and
Houston Astros have formed a new
rivalry that has gradually heated up
in the past few seasons.
The teams met in the 2015
American League Wild Card
Game at Yankee Stadium, which
the Astros won 3-0. In 2017, they
met once more in the ALCS and
Houston claimed the win in seven
games.
The Yankees have rapidly rebuilt
their team in a much shorter time
span than anyone expected. In
2016, they sold off big pieces for
high-level prospects but now they
are right back in the thick of things.
Yet again, New York and
Houston are battling it out in the
final week of the 2019 regular
season for the top seed in the
American League for the playoffs.
Both teams have mostly the
same core, but the Astros have
since acquired elite players in Zack
Greinke, Gerrit Cole and Michael
Brantley. Significant newcomers
to the Bronx since 2017 include
infielder DJ LeMahieu, outfielder
Giancarlo Stanton and pitchers J.A.
Happ and James Paxton.
The Yankees have dealt with
an unthinkable amount of injuries
in 2019, yet they are in the heat
of the battle for the best record in
baseball. A World Series appearance
would obliterate all the common
complaints about the franchise
only winning due to hogging all the
stars in free-agency, and they have
the power to do it.
Luis Severino has been a Cy
Young Award candidate for the past
few seasons, but injuries sidelined
him for nearly all of his 2019 season
until his late September return.
In Severino’s first few starts, he’s
gotten his feet wet again and has
had good performances despite his
temporary innings limit. Once he
gets fully warmed up, the Yankees
will have a huge boost heading into
the playoffs knowing what they
accomplished with him out for
nearly the entire year. The team’s
iffy pitching stats should have an
asterisk next to them because to
Severino’s absence.
The bats need no introduction.
They’ve continued to annihilate
the baseball every day and lead the
league in runs scored. New York’s
team stats for pitching have been
middle of the pack at worst, and can
quiet bats at ease.
The ALCS will feature the Astros
and Yankees, I agree with Anthony
on that. However, the matchup to
watch is the Yankees power hitters
versus the Astros’ strong starting
pitching. Aaron Judge and the
Bronx Bombers will be able to get
revenge for 2017 via the strength
they’ve gained through the trials
and tribulations of the 162 game
season.

- COLLIN DAVERN

Astros
My pick to win the AL Pennant
is the Houston Astros.
I expect the Astros to get back to
the World Series after losing to the
eventual champion Boston Red Sox
in the ALCS last season.
The Astros have won over 100
games again and their roster has
plenty of postseason experience.
The prior experience is going to help
because the Astros are comfortbale
with the playoff intensity and will
not crumble when the going gets
tough.
Houston also has a roster built
for deep postseason runs.
When it comes to the postseason,
pitching and timely hitting are key.
It is also much harder to win games
by only hitting home runs.
On the defensive side of the ball,
the Astros have quality fielders
around the diamond and above
average outfielders that are very
sure-handed.
The Astros have a great pitching
staff led by 2011 Cy Young Award
winner Justin Verlander who
continues to show no signs of
slowing down. They were able to
acquire another former Cy Young
Award winner in Zach Greinke at
the trade deadline. The Astros also
have a serviceable Wade Miley
slated for their playoff rotation.
It is going to be very hard for the
opposition to string together a lot
of hits and put runs on the board
against those quality arms.
When it comes to the offense,
the Astros have plenty of quality
hitters that can spray the ball all
over the field and a deep lineup that
can string hits together.
Names like Jose Altuve, Alex
Bregman, Carlos Correa, Michael
Brantley, George Springer and
several more give reason to believe
that the Astros are going to be able
to put enough runs on the board
while the pitching staff dominates
on the mound.
Collin thinks the Yankees’ luck
will continue with their next man
up mentality. With injuries abound,
the Bronx Bombers won’t be able
to extend their season through the
cold Northeast fall.
The combination of a ultra-solid
pitching staff, a solid consistent
lineup and past playoff experience
is a great recipe for the Astros to
win the AL Pennant this October
and return to the World Series.

THE SCOUT

SPORTS

A11

WOMEN’S GOLF BATTLES WEATHER,
FINISHES 7TH IN MVC PREVIEW
BY CAMERON IRWIN
Off-staff Reporter

While managing the elements
thrown at them Monday and Tuesday,
the Braves were able to come away
with a seventh place finish of 15 teams
in the Missouri Valley Conference
Preview Tournament in Burlington,
Iowa, trailing Butler by only two
strokes.
The 965 team score was
uncharacteristic of this team, yet they
weren’t the only ones who struggled
through the course.
The tournament winners Northern
Iowa, finished 75-over-par. Spirit
Hollow Golf Course in Burlington is
the toughest course the Braves have
played on this season.
“This course played long compared
to the other courses,” according
to sophomore Elyse Emerzian.
“Conditions were not great either. It
was soaked.”
Despite the poor course conditions,
the Braves still played strong as a
team. Junior Maddie Hawkins tied for

seventh overall, shooting as low as a
5-over-par-77 in the third round. The
other four golfers all shot within two
strokes of each other, from 245 to 247.
Lone competing Bradley senior
Megan Medinger finished tied for
38th, Emerzian and fellow sophomore
Sarah Nacos finished tied for 42nd
and freshman Mara Flaherty finished
tied for 47th.
“We didn’t play as well as we could
have. I know we can beat everyone,”
Emerzian said.
Emerzian’s goal as a freshman
was to travel and compete. She
accomplished that by the spring
season of her freshman year.
Her next goal was to card a personal
best this year. She accomplished that
at Illinois State, shooting two over
par-71 in the second round.
Now she’s stepping it up.
“I want to be the number one
golfer this year,” Emerzian said.
With the majority of the season
ahead of her, there is still plenty of
time to improve. With a new coach

who has the ability to take her to
the next level, Emerzian has a bright
future.
Her talk was backed up by the
team’s play. The Braves beat every
MVC team in the first tournament of
the season, the Redbird Invitational,
at Illinois State on Sept. 8.
“Everyone has potential to grow,
and so far, everyone has stepped up,”
head coach Halley Morrell said.
In her first season as head coach
of the women’s golf team, Morrell
has inherited a talented bunch. The
group that finished third in the MVC
Tournament last year lost only two
seniors.
“The team’s been great, they’ve
bought in to everything,” Morrell
said. “I’m proud of how this team has
progressed.”
The Braves will take the course
after a month’s rest on Oct. 21 when
they travel to Central Michigan to
compete in the Chippewa Invitational.

Home court advantage proves key for tennis
BY JOEY WRIGHT
Sports Podcast Producer
The Bradley tennis team pieced
together a strong showing on its home
court last weekend with three Braves
scoring individual titles in the fiveteam Bradley Invitational.
The tournament, which was played
between Friday, Sept. 20 and Sunday,
Sept. 22, was split between the David
Markin Tennis Courts and Clubs at
River City due to heavy rain over the
latter two days of the tournament.
Juniors Sandra Maletin and Nina
Marjanovic, as well as sophomore
Nikki Perlwitz hauled in individual
titles for the Braves, with the
team going 19-9 as a whole over
the weekend. The winning effort
marked Maletin’s third-consecutive
championship in the tournament’s top
flight.
“I was really happy with the way
we performed this past weekend,”
head coach Matt Tyler said. “We
took a lot of things away from our
time in Chicago [at the CSU Cougar
Invite] and we were able to improve
throughout the week in practice. We
played great tennis all weekend long.”
Maletin began the three-day
tournament with a 6-3, 6-1 win over

SIU-Edwardsville’s Lara Tupper
on Friday, then advanced to the
championship match following a 6-3,
6-3 win over Western Michigan’s
Kaitlyn Rogosch the following
afternoon. Bradley’s No. 1 player
dispatched Jill Lambrechts of SIUEdwardsville 6-3, 7-5 to claim the title
on Sunday afternoon.
Sandra of course had a tremendous
tournament,” Tyler said. “[She] is
someone that has always been an
outstanding performer for us.”
As Maletin took care of business
in the tournament’s white flight,
Marjanovic and Perlwitz dominated
the red flight. The two both advanced
to the championship match, but were
ultimately paired against different
players preventing an intrasquad
matchup to determine the flight
champion.
That enabled both Bradley players
to become tournament co-champions.
Perlwitz defeated Illinois State’s
Jelena Karla Vujicic 3-6, 6-1, 10-4,
while Marjanovic defeated Elizabeth
Trupp of Western Michigan 6-1, 3-6,
10-8.
“Nikki and Nina, to kind of have
a breakthrough tournament is exciting

for me,” Tyler said. “They both
struggled a little bit in the spring last
year, and to see them both come out
and play great tennis in the fall is
outstanding for us.”
Marjanovic said she was proud
of her play and perssitance through
injury.
“I didn’t think I played my best
tennis, but I definitely think that I
fought and grinded my way through
the matches,” Marjanovic said. “I
had some pain in my leg which I
overcame, so I’m pretty happy with
how it all turned out.”
In doubles play, Marjanovic and
freshman Victoria Sanchez Bronzetti
claimed the championship in the white
flight. Bradley sophomore Bozana
Lojpur claimed the consolation title
in the singles red flight with a two-set
win.
“In doubles with Victoria I felt that
we got off to a rocky start,” Marjanovic
said. “But then we finished off really
well.”
Bradley is off this weekend,
with Missouri Valley Conference
Individual Championships on deck
during the first weekend of October in
Cedar Falls, Iowa.

Sports Briefs

- ANTHONY CULLOTTA

•

The men’s golf team finished 17th out of 18 teams at Drake’s Derek Dolenc
Invitational on Sept. 24. The team carded its best combined round of 9-overpar-293. Redshirt-senior and former soccer defenseman Alex Ciaramitaro
finished 25th overall to lead Bradley.

•

On Oct. 5, Bradley soccer will host Drake for the annual homecoming game
at Shea Stadium. To reserve a free tailgate spot, student organizations can
email associate A.D. for communications and event & facility operations
Bobby Parker at bparker@bradley.edu.
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Soccer earns draw at
Loyola-Chicago
Senior goal keeper Nathan Wisbey
faced pressure and recorded five saves,

Nathan Wisbey
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VOLLEYBALL HEADS
INTO MVC WITH
MOMENTUM

Sophomore outside hitter (21) Rachel Pranger goes up for a ball against South Dakota. Redshirt-senior middle blocker (5) Maggie Revell looks on in disbelief.
BY LARRY LARSON
Assistant Sports Editor
Following a dominant straightset victory over Northern Illinois on
Sept. 21, Bradley Volleyball will head
into Missouri Valley Conference play
with momentum following a trying
nonconference schedule.
Coming off a four-set loss to an
11-1 South Dakota team, the Braves
came out with a vengeance Saturday
afternoon.
Bradley seized control of the
match early on, taking the first set 2517 with the Huskies never possessing
a lead. NIU struck first in the second
set, as it ran out to an early lead, but
the Braves eventually took the set
25-20 after seven ties and three lead
changes. Bradley made quick work
in the match clinching third set,
winning 25-13.
Bradley dominated in attack
percentage, hitting .390 compared to
NIU’s .085.
The Braves saw consistency from
all sides of the court, something the
team has struggled with early on.
“You saw our middles step up
today, and our setters being super
consistent,” head coach Carol PriceTorok said. “I’m proud of our girls for
continuing to play and continuing to
work through some of that stuff.”
The step-up was evident in the
numbers in the post-game box score.
Freshmen middle blockers Raeann
Bergman and Karagan Coggin had
five-block assists apiece. Senior
setter Hannah Angeli had 25 assists,
followed by 16 from freshman Carlee
Camlin.
Sophomore outside hitter Rachel
Pranger led the offensive effort with

14 kills, closely followed by fellow
sophomore outside hitter Hannah
Thompson, who posted a doubledouble with 13 kills and 16 digs.
“I think we just didn’t overthink
it,” Thompson said. “All of us felt in
our rhythm and in our flow. Volleyball
is a very big mental game, so when
you’re not overthinking what you’re
hitting and you can just play, that’s
how you be consistent.”
One thing that contributed to
Bradley’s offensive success was the
effort of junior libero Emma Raleigh.
Price-Torok switched liberoes
before the game, putting Raleigh
in the jersey over freshman Serena
Sparks, who played at the position for
most of the early-season. Raleigh had
13 digs and a service ace.
“Switching [Raleigh] to the libero
today and really having her spearhead
that passing for us really gave us a
little bit of a boost that we needed,”
Price-Torok said. “It’s great to see her
with her experience and what she
has going there passing wise so our
setters can do their job.”
Bradley captured the victory in
front of a crowd of 1,122, good for
the fifth largest crowd in Renaissance
Coliseum history.
“We love playing at home because
of our fans, so whenever we have
a lot of people here it only makes
playing volleyball so much more fun,”
Thompson said.
With the win, the Braves wrap
up non-conference play at 4-7. Of
Bradley’s 11 opponents, just three
had losing records.
“I think we have to put ourselves
in that situation to be successful in
conference,” Price-Torok said. “We’re

gonna face teams that we played in
pre-season, and we were doing really,
really competitive things, and we
were right there. We’ve got to be put
in those situations, so when we get

there in conference, we know what
it’s like.”
The Braves will start their
MVC journey tonight at 6 p.m. at
Renaissance Coliseum. Tomorrow,

photo by Kayla Johnson

Missouri State, who tied for third
with Bradley in the MVC coaches’
poll, will visit Peoria to take on the
Braves at 5 p.m.

