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Non-credible
threatening
note found
in Olin Hall
BY TONY XU
Editor-in-Chief

JOSE RAMIREZ FOUND
GUILTY ON BOTH
COUNTS OF MURDER
Jose Ramirez talks to his attorney, Hugh Toner, moments after Judge Katherine Gorman pronounced Ramirez guilty of two counts of first
degree murder Wednesday, November 20, 2019 in the deaths of his adoptive parents, Susan Brill de Ramirez and Antonio Ramirez Barron in
October, 2018.
pool photograph by David Zalaznik of PJStar.com
BY COLE BREDAHL
Editor-at-Large
Jose Ramirez, 22, was found
guilty of two counts of first degree
murder on Wednesday. Ramirez was
accused of killing both of his parents,
who were Bradley employees, in late
October of 2018.
Ramirez’ bench trial began on
Friday. He was accused of killing
Susan Brill de Ramirez and Antonio
Ramirez Barron throughout the
night of Oct. 25 and into the morning
of Oct. 26 in 2018.
During the first day of the trial,
the court reviewed prosecutors’
evidence, including items and
photographs collected from the
scene and two interview recordings
of Jose Ramirez with Peoria County
Sheriff’s Office detectives.
“I killed them,” Ramirez said in the
Oct. 29, 2018, interview with Peoria
County Sheriff’s Office detectives.
The
prosecution
played

recordings of interviews with
Ramirez on both Oct. 29 and 30.
During the interview on the 29th,
he confessed to killing his parents,
but claimed he acted alone. The next
day, Ramirez admitted that Matthew
Roberts, 21, joined him in the attack.
“We used a bat to beat them
over their head until they were on
the ground,” Ramirez said. “Then,
I stabbed them in the stomach and
throat.”
Despite saying he killed his
parents, Ramirez has entered a plea
of not guilty.
While alone in the interview
room on Oct. 30, after Ramirez finally
acknowledged Roberts participated
in the act, he took a long sigh and
put both hands to his head.
“Crap,” he said. “I am so sorry
Matt. I done f---ed up. Well, his
mom’s gonna kill me. Might as well.
It’s not like I don’t deserve it.”
Throughout the interviews, the

detectives repeatedly asked Ramirez
why he committed the crime.
“Let’s just say I don’t have a
‘why,’” Ramirez responded.
During the first interview,
in which he first stated he killed
his parents, Ramirez showed little
remorse for his alleged actions.
“It’s not like I liked them, so I
didn’t really care,” Ramirez said.
When asked why he hated his
parents so much, Ramirez only gave
the response of, “I just do.”
Ramirez said he initially tried
to clean up the crime scene at his
parents’ house, but realized he could
not clean up all the blood evidence.
Then, he decided to make it look like
a “robbery gone wrong.”
In the second day of the trial,
the prosecution played two video
recordings of friends visiting
Ramirez in the two months after his
arrest and called several other minor
witnesses to the stand.

Throughout the video calls,
Ramirez did not appear to show
much guilt for his alleged actions.
“I know you guys probably want
me to be like sad or, I’m sorry, but
I’m not,” Ramirez said.
Ramirez also told the women
visiting him that even after his
parents had died, he knew something
had to change.
“I knew I was leaving or they
were leaving,” Ramirez said. Later,
Ramirez clarified either he would’ve
killed himself, left town or something
would happen to his parents.
On the third day of the bench
trial, both sides gave their closing
arguments.
Prosecutors stated there was
sufficient evidence to show Ramirez

see RAMIREZ
Page A2

Bradley issued a campus-wide
alert in response to a threatening
handwritten note found in Olin
Hall at approximately 4 p.m. on
Wednesday. An update was sent out
close to 6 p.m. that evening saying
the threat had passed.
In response to the threat, Bradley
stationed police throughout Olin
Hall and increased patrols on
campus.
“Each entrance and exit at Olin
Hall are manned with police,”
university spokesperson Renee
Charles said on Wednesday evening.
“They are checking people as they
come in and out of that building,
going through their personal
belongings, to ensure that everyone
is safe in there. We have Bradley
police, as well as the sheriff’s
department, we also have Peoria
city police who are helping us.”
According to Bradley University
police chief Brian Joschko, the
incident was reported to the
Statewide Terrorism and Intelligence
Center (STIC) in Springfield. He said
STIC is referred to as a fusion center,
meaning there are representatives
from different agencies.
“When you report an incident to
them, by default, it’s also reported
to other agencies,” Joschko said.
“Department of Homeland Security,
FBI, Illinois State police … and
the list goes on. And that’s the
appropriate notification process as
far as alerting others as what the
situation is.”

see THREAT
Page A2
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POLICE REPORTS
A new musical experience

Bradley new music concert will take place Monday, Nov. 25, at 7:30 p.m. in the Dingeldine Music
Center. Undergraduate composers will present original music and the new compositions will be
premiered by Bradley music students and faculty including Chee Hyeon Choi, Elizabeth Clarke,
Kyle Dzapo, Marcia Henry Liebenow and Ji Hyun Kim. For more information, contact Lynnsey
Lambrecht at 309-677-2603 or at llambrecht@fsmail.bradley.edu.

Flea market comes to Peoria
Giant Flea Market Peoria will be in town from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. Nov. 24 at Exposition Gardens
located on 1601 W. Northmoor Road. The event will have antiques, fine jewelry, pottery, garden-cut
flowers, specimens, grains and apiary, needlecraft, photography and more for purchase. Admission
is $1.50. Contact John Crouch at 217-529-6939 for more information.

A celebration for the trees
The 11th annual Festival of Trees started yesterday and continues today from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.,
Saturday 12 to 5 p.m. and Sunday 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. The festival will display 80 decorated trees
and wreaths, centerpieces and other holiday decor items and bidding to take home. Events this
weekend include a brunch, a family fun day with Santa and a Sweet Sundae Tea. All proceeds benefit
Crittenton Centers. The event is located at the Life Together Center on 3601 N. Sheridan Road. For
more information and ticket prices, call 309-674-0105 or visit http://www.crittentoncenters.org.

Trot like a turkey
The 49th annual Turkey Trot will take place this Sunday, Nov. 24 from 1 to 4 p.m. in Detweiller
Park. A half-mile youth “fun run” will begin before the four-mile race and all entrants will receive
a Turkey Trot T-shirt. Admission is $2 to $18. Contact Lester Hudson at 309-681-2866 or lhudson@
peoriaparks.org for more information.

• A female employee reported smelling gas in the kitchen of Geisert
Dining Hall at approximately 7 p.m. on Nov. 14. The smell was no
longer present when checked with a gas meter, and gas could not be
detected.
• A driver struck another vehicle as he made a left turn at the corner
of Moss Avenue and Union Hill at approximately 6 p.m. on Nov. 16.
When the driver stopped to exchange information, a female passenger
in the second car struck him in the face with her hand. The female has
not been located at this time. No injuries were reported.
• An overloaded washing machine in Heitz Hall began to smoke at
approximately 8 p.m. Nov. 18. The Peoria Fire Department was on
scene and the alarm was reset.
• A custodian in Swords Hall reported that a vault was found
unsecured. The Associate Controller advised officers to close and
secure the vault. Nothing appeared to have been taken.
• A student and his friends attempted to purchase a computer from
strangers on Craigslist in a Hardees parking lot on Nov. 18. The
suspect displayed a handgun and took $700 from the students. He
then demanded the students give him their car keys and a scuffle
ensued, during which a student received multiple scratches and had
his shirt ripped. The suspect then fled in his car. The Peoria Police
Department is investigating.
• At approximately 2 p.m. on Nov. 20, a student came to Williams
Hall to visit friends. When he knocked on the window to get their
attention, the window shattered. Maintenance was contacted to repair
the window.

RAMIREZ
continued from page A1
intended to kill his parents and
eventually did the night of Oct. 26,
2018.
“He wanted them dead and he
accomplished that in late October
of 2018,” David Gast, the lead
prosecutor, said.
Ramirez’s defense attorney,
Hugh Toner, said there was no
physical evidence presented by the
state that connected Ramirez to the
murders. He also stated his client
could not recall all the details of
the crime including the color of
the tarp and tent the bodies were

THREAT
continued from page A1
In the alert and according to
Joschko, the threat was deemed notcredible, but the university chose to
err on the side of caution to ensure
campus safety.
“It was not campus-wide, and
there’s no reason to believe that
there’s any danger to the campus
whatsoever,” Joschko said. “We did
not find this to be a credible threat
in the first place. The response was

wrapped in.
Ultimately, Judge Katherine
Gorman decided the state
presented enough evidence to
prove beyond a reasonable doubt
that Ramirez killed both his parents
in the first degree.
In the state of Illinois, each
count of first degree murder carries
a minimum of 20 years in prison.
Ramirez will be sentenced on Jan.
17 at 10:30 a.m. at the Peoria County
Courthouse.
A negotiated plea hearing for
Roberts, who also faces two counts
of first degree murder charges, is set
on Monday, Nov. 25 at 9 a.m. at the
Peoria County Courthouse.

much more out of abundance of
caution than anything else.”
No arrest has been made as of
Thursday, and the police continue
to investigate.
“We continue to conduct
interviews of witnesses … that
may have some knowledge of this,”
Joschko said.
Anyone with information
concerning the incident is
encouraged to contact Bradley
police at 309-677-2000 or Peoria
police at 309-673-4521.
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Bradley by the numbers
Four takeaways from this year’s statistical profile

BY HALEY JOHNSON
News Editor

In late October, the university released its annual statistical report, providing more detailed
breakdowns of its enrollment numbers.

After an extreme historical-low, undergraduate
retention has increased slightly.
Of the 1,090 freshmen enrolled last fall, 925
returned to campus for the fall semester. This puts
the first-year retention rate of the class of 2022 at
84.9 percent, up from the 82.3 percent first-year
retention for the class of 2021.
This demonstrates the slow climb back toward
the previous numbers but is still much lower than
the 86.5 percent average it was from 2015 to 2017.
“We spent a lot of time studying the retention
numbers from last year, from most every angle we
could imagine, to try to determine what happened
with the entering 2017 class retention rate,” vice
president for student affairs Nathan Thomas said.
In response, the university has developed
initiatives this fall like the STEM Scholars program
funded by Caterpillar Inc. and an ESL (English
as a second language) program. Student affairs
is also conducting the “First 1897 Challenge,” an
opportunity for first-year students to win prizes for
attending university-sponsored events.
A sociology senior seminar course is also
currently conducting research on why students stay
at Bradley.
“This is an exciting project and will allow us to
also look at capitalizing on the things we do well as
an institution,” Thomas said.

Shifts in enrollment by college
The only college to see an increase in total
undergraduate enrollment this year is the College
of Liberal Arts and Sciences. It increased from 1,087
students in 2018 to 1,223 students in 2019.
According to Christopher Jones, the dean of the
College of Liberal Arts and Sciences, the college has
seen a 92 percent growth in incoming freshmen
since 2015. In 2015, there were 167 freshmen. This
year, the number has increased to 330.
“I attribute this growth to the college’s strong
faculty and programs, its excellent coordinator
Mr. Lee Newton, its strong partnership with BU’s
Division of Enrollment Management and the fine
work of our faculty on admissions’ visit days,” Jones
said.
Every other college’s enrollment decreased,
especially the Academic Exploration Program. From
2016-2018, the program had an average enrollment
of 262 and fell to 199 this year.
According to Justin Ball, the vice president for
enrollment management, this has nothing to do
with recruitment efforts, and the decrease isn’t
necessarily a bad thing.
“Given the focus of prospective students and
their parents on outcomes, placement rates and
similar metrics, students may be choosing to make
major decisions with more direct paths to specific
career or graduate school outcomes,” Ball said.
“There are more options than ever before for
students [who are] undecided on their major when
entering college.”

199 students

The Graduate Program
becomes more gender-divided

914 students

More graduate programs are being offered
online than ever before at Bradley, but they’re also
furthering an already-present gender divide in postbaccalaureate education.
According to the Bradley’s statistical profile, the
graduate school is made up of 76 percent females
and 24 percent males.
The number of females surpassed males in 2016
at 59 percent, and has been steadily increasing since.
According to the National Center for Education
Statistics, female students made up 59 percent of
total post-baccalaureate enrollment.
Associate provost and dean of the graduate
school, Jeff Bakken, said the divide is largely
because the most populated programs at Bradley
right now are gendered.
Bakken said achieving gender balances for the
graduate program isn’t necessarily a goal.
“We don’t try to recruit [certain genders]; we’re
trying to get students,” Bakken said. “We’re trying
to get students whether they’re male or female. To
me it doesn’t matter. And nursing will never get the
same number of men as women just because there’s
more women in nursing.”
Bakken explained that this is just the nature of
these programs.
“Engineering you consider traditionally a
more male populated, and nursing and counseling
programs online are traditionally much higher
female,” said Rachel Webb, director of on-campus
graduate admissions.
According to Bakken, the online program has
728 nursing students and 200 counseling students.

645 students

Undergraduate
enrollment
by college

793
students

1183
students
835 students

Caterpillar
College of
Enginnering &
Technology

Slane College of
Communications
& Fine Arts

Academic
Exploration
Program

College of
Education &
Health Sciences

Foster College
of Business

College of
Liberal Arts &
Sciences

Fewer international
students in the graduate school
The number of international students in graduate
programs has seen a drop.
According to the 2019 Statistical Profile, only 7
percent of 1,293 graduate students are from outside
the United States. This number is down from only 8
percent of 1,276 students in 2018, but was 17 percent
of 1,195 students in 2017.
This is similar to the national trend shown in
the 2017-2018 Open Doors Survey, which found that
new international student enrollment fell 7 percent
at the graduate level.
Bakken said this is a direct result of immigration
policies in place at the federal level, and has resulted
in a lot fewer students enrolled in on-campus
graduate programs.
“If we could get international students to come
again, they want to come and they want to get
out of India, for example, and come to the United
States,” Bakken said. “It’s seen as a highly regarded
thing, to get a degree from a U.S. institution, so
I hope that it will increase and we will see more
international students.”
Bakken said the graduate program hired a
recruiter in India to try to help them get more
students. He hopes to see an increase in the coming
years.

International students in Bradley’s graduate program
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‘Cultures are like bananas’
BU cultures coming together
BY ANGELINE SCHMELZER
Assistant News Editor
The student center ballroom was
decorated wall-to-wall with flags
from different countries. Students,
faculty, staff and alumni from various
cultural backgrounds sat together to
celebrate those differences with food
and performances.
The Intercultural Exchange Club
(IEC) hosted the second BU World
Culture Night on Nov. 15. The 14
cultural organizations at Bradley
were collaborators for the event.
Micah Yoon, president of IEC, said
the purpose of the event is to bring
more cultural awareness to campus.
“We want to give everybody an
opportunity to witness and see and
experience the different cultures
that are represented here at Bradley,”
Yoon, a senior middle school math
education major, said.
The event featured performances
from local talent including the
Peking Opera, the Butterfly Fashion
Team and the Peoria Folklore Ballet.
Bradley’s K-Pop dance club, K 18, also
performed a dance.
Local restaurants Jimador, Thanh
Linh, Haddad’s and Popeyes provided
food for attendees to sample dishes
popular in different cultures. Challah
on the Hilltop also brought challah,
a traditional egg bread in the Jewish
culture, for people to try.
According to Yoon, a goal of the
event is for people to come with
a positive attitude about culture
awareness, and she thinks the event
is important for people to express
their cultural roots.
“Starting from my freshman year,

I felt like … expressing your culture
wasn’t as important as some of the
sports teams or academics,” Yoon
said. “But culture is still all around
us.”
Ariana Galvez, a sophomore
political science and international
studies double major, said she liked
what she experienced at the event.
“I got to try different foods that
I probably wouldn’t have tried
because they’re really out of my
comfort zone and I really enjoyed
the performances because you get to
see the way different cultures express
themselves,” Galvez said.
Jacqueline Hogan, professor of
sociology and anthropology, gave a
keynote speech about the importance
of cultural exchange. She described
how it impacted her life and how it is
beneficial in the workplace.
Hogan also compared culture to
bananas. She said there is only one
kind of banana popularly grown
and it is on the brink of extinction
because it is unable to resist a disease
facing that species.
“I want to argue that in a way
cultures are like bananas,” Hogan
said in her speech. “The more culture
diversity we have, whether that is
around the world or around the table,
the more likely we are to survive and
thrive as a species.”
Margelees Cerda, a junior
sociology major, said this was her
favorite part of Hogan’s speech.
“She used this analogy really
creatively because she said how
there’s this crisis in bananas and
because they’re all the same, this virus
is able to destroy them,” Cerda said. “I
felt like that was a really interesting

take on the whole perspective of
culture.”
Hogan ended the speech with
her “five dividends of incalculable
value” that cultural diversity offers:
curiosity, connection, compassion,
critical thinking and creative problem
solving.
Galvez also enjoyed how Hogan’s
speech explained how diversity can
promote curiosity and compassion.
“It was really important, I think,
to have people from different cultures
be here because Bradley and the
world as a whole is not all the same,”
Galvez said.

The Butterfly Fashion Team (top right), Peoria Folklore Ballet (bottom left) and K 18 (bottom right) performed
at BU World Culture Night on Nov. 15.
photos by Angeline Schmelzer

An appetite for success
BY CONOR MCENTEE
Copy Editor
The scents of fine finger foods
filled the air in the Peplow Pavilion
of the Hayden-Clark Alumni Center.
Students and alumni were dressed
in business casual attire, hoping
that the night would provide great
networking opportunities.
The Student Alumni Association
hosted the first “Appetizers with
Alums” event Tuesday night.
The event’s purpose was to teach
students proper etiquette when
navigating business dinners and
corporate social events. Etiquette
specialist, Callista Gould, gave the
presentation before students broke
off to meet with alumni, showcasing
the skills attendees had just learned
moments prior.
Gould is a certified etiquette
instructor and founder of the
Culture and Manners Institute, an
organization dedicated to teaching
etiquette and instilling confidence
around the world.

She has 20 years of business
experience from global brands to a
start up in the tech world. Gould has
worked for Sony Music in Chicago
conducting marketing and event
planning for musical artists such as
Celine Dion, Billy Joel, Mariah Carey,
Ozzy Osborne and Korn.
“I had the opportunity to see
how a lot of artists behave behind
the scenes,” Gould said. “You see
how there are some very talented
musicians that you may never know
because they were awful to deal with
behind the scenes, and then no one
wanted to promote them.”
The first part of the night showcased
Gould’s etiquette techniques and how
to use them. It was broken up into
three segments. One, greeting people
with enthusiasm; two, gathering
information; and three, following up
with someone you meet.
Additionally, Gould expressed
what types of wine glasses there are,
how they are different, how to hold
certain glasses and how to hold a

glass and plate at the same time.
The second part of the night saw
students and alumni casually eating
hors d’oeuvres, franks in a blanket
and bread and hummus over classical
music.
For those who attended, they took
away lessons that they had never
seen before.
“I learned a lot of little etiquette
lessons from the first part of the event
like the difference between a red wine
glass and a white wine glass and
what temperature the wine is served
at,” Aaron Coulombe, a sophomore
nursing major, said.
And for others it helped them
acquire skills to make valuable
connections.
“I am going to use it at job fairs
and stuff like that,” said Mary Kate
Paetow-Fanning, senior sociology
major. “At my internship right now, I
have been meeting a lot of people, so
these are helpful skills for networking
with those people and hopefully [I
can] reach out when I am closer to

Students and alumni socialized in the Peplow Pavilion to practice their
networking skills.
photo by Conor McEntee
graduation in May and make those
connections.”
According to Gould, etiquette is
much more than what people think it
to be and that it is about connecting
to one another.
“You know a lot of people think
etiquette is just a bunch of stuffy
rules, but it is really just being

aware of people and attentive to
their needs,” Gould said. “Really, the
number one rule of etiquette is to
break any rule of etiquette to make
the people around us feel comfortable
and so that never goes out of fashion
and that’s really the foundation of it.”
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Up ‘til dawn for charity
BY VERONICA BLASCOE
Copy Editor
A playlist filled with 2000s Disney
music blared while fundraisers
gathered around tables to make
posters last Friday night. When the
clock struck midnight, participants
were bussed to the Greater Peoria
Family YMCA, where they would
enjoy dodgeball, laser tag, obstacle
courses and other activities until 5
a.m.
Around 100 Bradley students
participated in the St. Jude Up ‘til
Dawn, which raised $27,000 for St.
Jude Children’s Research Hospital, a
charity that provides free treatment
to children with cancer.
A parent whose child is with St.
Jude is never sent a bill for treatment,
housing, food or treatments as part of
the program.
“Bradley students stay up all night
to kind of simulate how the parents of
St. Jude have sleepless nights because
they’re staying up all night worrying
about their kids,” said Natalie Conroy,
co-executive director of Bradley’s Up
‘til Dawn organization and a senior
accounting major.
Conroy has been involved since her
freshman year, and her grandfather
and mother were involved with the
organization as well.
“It’s kind of a family tradition,”
she said.
The executive board has been
planning the event since May of
this year. Members of Up ‘til Dawn
began fundraising over the summer
at local businesses in Peoria and their
hometowns.
Anyone who signs up to attend

the Up ‘til Dawn event has to raise at
least $100 for the charity. The Up ‘til
Dawn staff also raises money through
rallies and initiatives such as the
ABC’s of cancer, in which businesses
and individuals can purchase artwork
and writing done by the children
helped by St. Jude.
“The Fieldhouse has helped us
quite a lot,” said Liz Arriss, the Up
‘til Dawn fundraising director and
a senior nursing major. “Along with
Domino’s, donating to every single
one of our events.”
The $27,000 raised fell short of last
year’s $34,722. Conroy noted that the
later date of the event compared to
other charity events may have limited
the amount of donations. She said the
event went well, despite a brief issue
with one of the buses getting lost on
the way to the YMCA.
Throughout the night, participants
who took part in the various activities
could win points, which were totaled
up at the end.
“It was amazing, I loved it,” said
Jenny Geers, a senior accounting and
management information systems
double major, whose team won first
place with the most points. “We got
balloon hats, we played laser tag,
there was fun prizes … I had such a
fun time.”
According to Conroy, the event
went smoothly.
“I think the event went really well,”
Conroy said. “We had a great turnout.
All of our participants seemed to have
a lot of fun with all our events.”
To find upcoming events and
to donate visit stjude.org for more
details.

Music match-up

Performance Plug presented Music Match-up, a singing competition, on Nov. 15 during Late
Night BU at the Markin Performance Court. The event was also sponsored by the Bradley Music
Department, Late Night BU and Hilltop Studios.
photos by Kayla Johnson

Fun for one and fun for all
BY KAPRICE YOUNG
Off-staff Reporter
Designed as a place for locals to
gather to play, Just for Fun offers
puzzles, board, card, miniature and
role-playing games.
The local business at 3010 N.
Sterling Ave. is home to over 7,000
different games that customers can
buy and play.
“Game stores are pretty much
small press because Target and
Walmart carry the mass market
titles,” said store manager Mike
Crouch.
This allows smaller stores like
Just For Fun to carry more classic
games that may not be offered at
chain stores like Target or Walmart.
According to Crouch, his idea to
open a game store originated back
to the 70s, however, Just for Fun
only started in 2005.
Since then, the store has been
able to expand its business and the
games.
Just for Fun offers weekly

activities that allows its customers
to engage more in the games. Every
Wednesday is its Dungeons and
Dragons game night, and every
Thursday it has a board game night.
Throughout the year, Just For
Fun hosts other events that use
props and role-playing games.
Crouch said the store purchases
its games from distributors,
allowing him to be able to purchase
smaller quantities of a larger variety
versus a bigger quantity of a smaller
variety.
With already so many games,
Just For Fun still plans on growing.
Crouch said expanding locations
in the future is a long-term goal,
but the main focus is on the board
games experience.
“Right now, we’re just trying
to be good at what we do,” Crouch
said. “We’re trying a grow a player
base where people have more folks
to play with and have more fun.”
Just For Fun seems to have
built a solid customer following.

Their endless games and events
keep regular customers coming
back. According to Crouch, some
customers come in to buy a board
game every couple of months, while
others come in weekly just to play.
“You get to the point where
everybody knows each other’s kids,
and their outside hobbies, and their
spouses and their pets,” Crouch said.
Satisfied customers share their
satisfaction publicly. On Facebook,
customers have voiced their
opinions on how they liked the
wide selection of games, how fun
the place is and how helpful the
employees are.
Just For Fun Games is open
Monday through Thursday from
10 a.m. to 8 p.m. On Fridays and
Saturdays, they are open from 10
a.m. 9 p.m. and Sundays, 12 p.m.
to 5 p.m.
More information can be found
on their Facebook page
@JustForFun.

Located on 3010 N. Sterling Ave. Just for Fun has various kinds of games
and a friendly environment for customers.
photo via Just for Fun

A6

THE SCOUT

OPINION

THE SCOUT

Editorial

Management
Editor@BradleyScout.com

Striving to improve needs to be done together
Enrollment and deficit issues have
been a running theme on campus in the
past year, and have been a heavy focus of
university administrators.
It started last fall when Bradley had a
243-student shortfall in enrollment in the
fall semester of 2018. Consequentially,
the university had an almost $8 million
operating budget deficit, according to
university president Gary Roberts in
August.
The shortfall was a complex
combination of student retention,
freshmen recruitment and the enrollment
of graduate programs. The declining
number of international students across
the nation also contributed to the
shrinking on-campus graduate programs’
enrollment.
Since then, the university has taken
some steps in an effort to prevent the
continuation of the issue.

November 22, 2019

The university implemented academic
programs like the STEM scholars and
the ESL (English as a second language)
program. In graduate school, it continues
to expand the number of online programs
and increased international recruitment
efforts. Other initiatives, like the 1897
Challenge, for first-year students to getto-know campus.
Looking at the statistical profile this
year, the first-year retention rate has
improved from last year, yet has not
recovered to Bradley’s historical average
of around 86 percent. Overall, total
enrollment has improved compare to last
year.
It’s good to have improvements, but
it is nowhere near the level to solve
Bradley’s long-term financial concerns.
This week, the university hosted two
forums this week to brainstorm solutions
to decrease the outstanding deficit.

However, student participation in these
forums has been sparse.
Though no information from the
forum is allowed to be released to the
public, it’s fair to make the observation
that the lack of a student presence during
these events was obvious.
These issues can be overwhelming
for students, but the university’s
financial health can have significant and
immediate impact to campus life. The
university budget directly determines
what programs and classes are offered,
what and when services are available on
campus and the cost of attending.
The university should try to encourage
students to attend the forums, and openly
invite and involve students in these
discussions. It is important to listen to
the student perspective in the process of
improvement.
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Driving the distance for dating

Carson Allen
cballen@mail.bradley.edu

Multimedia Designer
For years, having a boyfriend was
a goal of mine. Once I started dating,
I was able to enjoy the stereotypical
aspects: The going out to dinner,
hanging out at the park, driving around
and the other activities that teenagers
do in their small Midwestern city.
Now, before I go any further, I want
to clarify three things:
1. I define a normal relationship, as
one where their significant other lives
in the same city as you.
2. I am not, under any circumstance,
a dating expert.
3. This is my opinion on longdistance relationships and it may vary

Ben Sullivan

for some readers.
As I got older and had the chance
to date more people, it actually became
harder. Growing up, living and then
moving to another small city, it seemed
like everyone knew the person I was
seeing or had dated them. It took the
fun out of getting to know someone,
and it was difficult to not have a
prejudiced idea of them.
This was around the time that I
started dating outside my small city.
For most people, a long-distance
relationship is the last kind of
relationship someone would want.
Even though there are lows to the
relationship, they make the high parts
seem great.
I have had a couple of different
long-distance relationships before the
one I am currently in. One of the things
I have learned is that it is easier to date
someone who is 45 or more minutes
away than it is to date someone who is
less than 45 minutes away.
Dating someone far enough away
that when you see each other, you can
make a full day out of it versus having
the ability to make a short trip out of
it, is beneficial to some long-distance
relationships.
It does come with downfalls. The
largest being the struggle of having to
plan when you are going to see each
other. However, that can make these

times together special. Having a longdistance relationship is beneficial to
people who are constantly busy.
Not only am I busy, but I am more
focused on school and work when I am
physically separated from the person I
am dating.
Though the time apart ultimately
sucks, it makes the time spent with the
person a valued experience that has no
numerical value. You enjoy not only the
normalcy of going out to eat and other
activities of dating someone, but also
the simplicity of being in the presence
of each other is one of the best parts.
People who are dating long-distance
have a different dynamic than those
who are not. When you are longdistance, you have to learn to “be there”
for the other person without physically
being there.
I give credit to those who date
someone very far away and go months
without seeing each other. I would also
say that I am proud of those who are
able to see their partner often and that
these people should also be proud of
those who date someone long-distance.
The dynamics of long-distance
relationships are different for every
couple, but nonetheless, the difficulties
make the relationship worth it if you
care for the person.
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‘VicTORIous’ - Squidward - Broadway barriers

‘8 By 10’ receives a 10 out of 10

BY JADE SEWELL
Voice Editor
Imagine a zombie-ridden fairytale
universe, throw in a nuclear fallout bunker
and add some skinny-dipping. Top that all
off with a bottle of Jägermeister, and you’ve
got a recipe for a successful series of plays.
On Wednesday, the Bradley Department
of Theatre Arts debuted “8 By 10,” a group
of eight, 10-minute-long plays performed in
the Hartmann Center. The production runs
about an hour and a half long, including
a brief intermission, but the variety of
performances shown and the comedic and
emotional value they bring causes the night
to fly by.
“I was very happy with our opening ...
it was a deeply rewarding culmination of a
novel type of collaborative effort by nearly
50 students. It was very exciting, too, to
debut an all-new stage configuration at the
Hartmann Center,” director Scott Kanoff
said.
Although I enjoyed all of the plays, the
three I most look forward to seeing again
are “Cake,” the final show of the first act,
“Lynette at 3 AM,” the beginning of the
second act, and “I bought a Bunker, B----”
the final play of the night.
“Cake” is a jaunty play about two
lustful chihuahuas. Naturally, the show
is absolutely hysterical, but it also packs
an unexpected emotional punch. Junior
Antonio Duca, who plays the main
character, a chihuahua named Paco, was
one of the standouts of the night. He
slips effortlessly between hilarious and
heartfelt and almost convinced me to like
chihuahuas.
Another standout was Mia Katz, a

junior theater performance major who
plays the lead in “Lynette at 3:00 AM.” This
play addresses the cold reality of modernday relationships and the question of
“What happens after we die?” Katz does an
excellent job of playing Lynette, the warm
but easily-distracted protagonist. Overall,
the actors do an incredible job of portraying
the message in their 10-minute time frame.
“Everyone had really great urgency
and commitment tonight, and I think it’s
very evident that everyone in this group is
passionate about their craft,” Katz said.
“I bought a bunker, B----” is just as
funny as the name would imply, but the
comedy of the play was only second to
the top-notch acting. Sophomore Andrew
Derdena played the part of the pathetic, exboyfriend perfectly, and sophomore Gabi
Cadieux does excellent within her role as
the edgy ex-girlfriend. That being said, my
favorite part of the show was the “French
sluts,” played by Jeremiah Lee and Noah
Mollett, and I’m certain that everyone in the
audience would gladly see the production
again just to get a glimpse of Johnny Cash’s
floating head.
Other students shared praise for this
production.
“I enjoyed the variety of shows played,”
Chloe Woodin, a freshman nursing major,
said. “There was some serious content, but
there was also a lot of funny stories.”
You can still catch “8 By 10- A Festival
of Short Plays” tonight and tomorrow at
7:30 p.m. The production will also have a
Sunday matinee at 2 p.m. Student tickets
are $8, but the show is more than worth the ‘8 By 10’ included the plays ‘Snow White Zombie’ (top and bottom left) and ‘Jaegermesiter’ (bottom right)
price.
photos by Morgan Patrick
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I think we ALL
should dislike Tori
BY MELISSA MARTIN
Assitant Voice Editor
On Nov. 2, Netflix added
“Victorious” to its lineup.
Many took to social media to
express their joy upon their discovery.
It’s nice and all, but there were plenty
of other shows from Nickelodeon
that should be added to the streaming
service. I’ll be the first to admit it,
“Victorious” is not my favorite Dan
Schneider show nor is it the best show
he has created.
“Drake and Josh,” “Zoey101” and
“iCarly” take the cake as my top three
Schneider sitcoms.
“Victorious” seems quirky and
original, but I think the thing that truly
puts me off about it is Tori. That’s right,
Tori Vega, the show’s main character is
the sole reason for my disdain. When
you begin to think about it, everyone
in the show has something special
about them except her.
Andre has his grandma, who is
seemingly afraid of everything that
has ever walked the Earth.
Robbie has his puppet, Jade has
her unhealthy obsession with scissors,
Beck has his good looks, Cat has her
unique laugh and Trina has her iconic
one woman show which featured her
original song, “Chicago!”
Tori doesn’t really have much
going for her.
Sure, she can sing, but so
can everybody else on the show.
“Victorious” wanted to push Tori as
the most talented singer, but in reality,
every duet she shared with either Jade
or Cat ended in one outcome: Tori was
out-sung.
This talent-related tension between
Victoria Justice and the rest of the cast

was clearly visible, especially
in an old interview where Tori
refuses to let Ariana Grande
accept a compliment, saying “I
think we ALL sing.”
There were a few other moments
that Tori grew to be unbearable as well.
In the episode “Prom Wrecker,”
Jade said that she was putting on a
one woman show. Tori decided that
she wanted Hollywood Arts to have
its first ever prom. The only time slot
available for her prom would be the
same date and time as Jade’s play. Tori
then proceeded to get angry because
Jade was upset that Tori scheduled her
dance for the same time as the play.
Another instance is in the episode
“Cat’s New Boyfriend.”
As the title of the episode suggests,
Cat has a new boyfriend in the
episode who just so happens to be
Tori’s ex-boyfriend. Throughout the
episode, Tori is visibly jealous over
Cat’s relationship instead of showing
happiness for her friend. Tori sees
Cat and her boyfriend kissing, and
Tori proceeds to spray hot cheese on
them. She even ends up kissing Cat’s
boyfriend, which Cat witnesses.
Tori kissing her friends’ boyfriends
was an ongoing occurrence as
she ended up kissing Beck, Jade’s
boyfriend, multiple times. Not only
did this grow my distaste for Tori, it
also made me upset with Schneider
as he set a bad example for his young
viewers.
Tori Vega might be the main
character of the show, but I think we
ALL (meme intended) know that she is
far from the greatest.

What does Drake
being booed at Camp
Flog Gnaw mean?
BY BEN POLLARD
Off-staff Reporter
Camp Flog Gnaw, Tyler, the Creator’s annual music festival, occurred
on Nov. 9 and 10, boasting a wide array of performers like 21 Savage,
DaBaby, Brockhampton, H.E.R. and Daniel Caesar. Tyler, the Creator also
teased a mystery performer to close out the show on Sunday, Nov. 10.
Drake was later revealed to be the mystery performer.
Normally, a surprise Drake concert would send music lovers in a frenzy,
but the audience’s excitement did not last long.
Leading up to the promotion of Camp Flog Gnaw and throughout
the weekend, festival-goers speculated that Frank Ocean would be the
mysterious final performer. After all, Frank Ocean and Tyler, the Creator
have worked together and have a friendship outside of music.
The constant speculation led many audience members to expect Ocean
to come out and perform, even though there was no confirmation to give
them reason to believe the “Channel Orange” singer would show.
Instead, Drake showed up and performed some of his old hits, per Tyler,
the Creator’s request. Once the audience realized that Drake was the final
performer of Flog Gnaw, not Frank Ocean, the crowd became irritable.
After what would be his final song of the night, Drake told the audience,
“I’m here for you. If you want me to keep going, I’ll keep going.” Instead of
cheering on one of the best performers in the industry, the audience booed
and jeered. Drake left shortly after, and Camp Flog Gnaw was done.
As a huge Drake fan, this whole situation irritates me. Booing Drake off
stage is ridiculous, especially since it was not Drake’s fault that audience
members convinced themselves
of an upcoming Frank Ocean performance, despite no evidence
pointing toward one. I feel no sympathy for the Flog Gnaw attendees.
Despite being booed off stage, Drake comes away from this whole
fiasco unfazed. He’s comfortable enough with his status in the music
industry that a few boos and jeers at a music festival will do nothing to
put him in his feelings.
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ONE-ON-ONE
How will the new
Squidward show be?
Good

vs.

After hearing the news that Netflix
will be releasing a new show featuring
Squidward Q. Tentacles, SpongeBob
Squarepants’ uptight and boujee
neighbor, my opponent, Jade, seemed
skeptical.
How can you spin a show off one of
the most iconic cartoon characters ever?
Simply by appealing to a niche audience,
of course.
Squidward’s best moments come from
when he is the victim of SpongeBob’s
idiotic actions or when he is wildly
fortunate.
Unknowingly, he may be responsible
for some of the funniest SpongeBob
moments out there. One example
is the episode “Squidville,” where
Squidward lives in a neighborhood
without SpongeBob and discovers the
classic “Canned Bread” product in the
supermarket.
Another, which now sits in the
Pantheon of all-time “SpongeBob
SquarePants” episodes, is “Band Geeks.” In
this one, Squidward needs to prove to his
arch-nemesis Squilliam that he can lead a
marching band full of musically-clueless
musicians. This spawns the timeless
quote from Patrick Star of “Is mayonnaise
an instrument?” and a performance
worthy of being broadcasted during this
year’s Super Bowl Halftime show.
In this new show, Squidward will have
more opportunities to triumph over his
enemies or fail miserably at the hands
of hubris. Will this spin-off take place
in high school? College? Will it be the
early days before SpongeBob and Patrick
moved next door? Will Squidward have
a love interest? Will it jump off of the
original storyline?
There are many storylines that can
be created with a character like this,
while still being funny. There are those
Squidward fans out there: the ones who
root for his victories and the ones who
want SpongeBob to hit him in the face
with a door multiple times.
Regardless, Squidward’s dry humor
and high-class standards will have the
legs to take-off running in Netflix’s next
experiment. Will this run as long as the
“SpongeBob” series has? No. But it will
certainly provide at least two seasons of
comedy gold.

- ANTHONY LANDAHL

Bad

Let’s be honest: the Squidward spin-off
series on Netflix will be tragic. Don’t get
me wrong, I love Squidward’s pessimism
just as much as the next person, but he’s
just not capable of holding down an
interesting series by himself.
If the series even hopes to succeed, it
will need the entire original cast, which
just doesn’t seem plausible. The choice
to make it a musical also seems rather
odd. Although we have seen musicbased episodes and a Broadway musical,
SpongeBob is a cartoon. My fear is that
the musical aspect of the show will seem
forced.
The best part of “SpongeBob
SquarePants” is the nostalgia. I haven’t
watched the show in years, but I’ll
always remember my favorites. I mean,
who could forget the necessary steps to
protect yourself from a sea bear attack?
SpongeBob was a large part of my
generation’s childhood and, perhaps,
the most influential TV show. Today, the
most popular Twitter memes are based
around SpongeBob. That’s the language
of Gen Z. However, I think you’d be hard
pressed to find someone my age who still
keeps up with current episodes.
SpongeBob’s biggest fan base has
moved on, content with reliving the
nostalgia. Given what we already know
about the new series, I don’t see it
reclaiming many fans. Most aren’t really
the musical type.
I have yet to meet someone who’s
absolutely thrilled about this spinoff. Disney+ received huge hype from
individuals of many generations, a
Squidward spin-off is pretty niche in
comparison. It’s not going to be enough
to get viewers back.
At the end of the day, SpongeBob
should be left to exist as we remember it.

- JADE SEWELL
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A broader Broadway:
The barriers have been lifted
BY CAMERON DINGERSON
Off-staff Reporter
Ever since Broadway shows began to become
cultural phenomena in the early 1900s, the stage has
been home to hundreds, if not thousands, of diverse
performers. Thus, Broadway has been one of the
leaders when it comes to presenting diversity in its
performers. However, the Great White Way is not
totally inclusive yet.
Disabled performers have seldom been able to
perform on Broadway for various reasons. Even
roles meant to be portrayed by disabled performers,
like Nessarose in “Wicked,” are typically performed
by able-bodied individuals. In my opinion, if a role
is specifically written for a disabled individual,
it should be performed by one. It wouldn’t be
acceptable for a Caucasian individual to play a
Puerto Rican character in “In the Heights,” so why
should an able-bodied individual be able to play a
character confined to a wheel chair?
That being said, Broadway made one of its
greatest leaps toward full inclusion by letting Ali
Stroker, a disabled

performer, perform onstage as Ado Annie in
Daniel Fish’s reimagined revival of “Rodgers &
Hammerstein’s Oklahoma!.” Due to her spectacular
performance, she was nominated for a Tony Award
in 2019 and won.
In her deeply emotional acceptance speech,
Stroker, who is permanently confined to a wheelchair
after an injury to her spinal cord, said, “This award
is for every kid who is watching tonight who has
a disability, a limitation, a challenge, who has been
waiting to see themselves represented in this arena.
You are.”
Before Stroker, there had never been any
physically disabled people on Broadway, but
hopefully her historic triumph at the Tony Awards
will usher in a new age of disabled performers.
Following her win, Stroker has made it her
mission to implore for Broadway theaters to become
more accessible and accommodating to all of its
patrons and performers.
She even said to reporters, “I would ask theater
owners and producers to really look into how they
can begin to make the backstage accessible, so that
performers with disabilities can get around.”
As an aspiring performer with a physical disability
myself, seeing Broadway’s strides of inclusion on
the stage provides me with hope that Broadway will
one day allow all people,
regardless of disabilities,
to perform onstage.

Served by the heart

BY HASSAN SOPHA
Off-staff Reporter

Food, in many ways, is synonymous with home.
It’s the taste of the day-to-day, the palpable part of
the worst and best days and the pining that can’t be
sated with fast food. At least in my house, a meal
means as much as any gift, and anywhere we go, the
first and last expectation is always something to eat.
That’s usually the situation when visiting my
mom’s Filipino side. Her relatives are few, so the
extended family who we consider our tito’s and
tita’s (uncles and aunts) are actually just close family
friends.
Unlike my father’s side, they’re scattered across
the United States and other countries. Any food
from them is a glimpse into their livelihood, with
their dinner table inviting the silence of a good meal.
Those meals are usually the ones that home is
tied to, the one looked for whether coming or going,
a communication only a special someone can make.
Caldereta, from my dad, is the dish that reminds
me the most of home. A straightforward dish—
stewed beef or goat with vegetables like bell peppers
and carrots simmered in a tomato sauce—with many
memories captured in its flavor: evening dinner
tables heaped with rice, spying it at parties in
catering tins and hovering around houses cradling
paper plates laden with it. Steeped with these
experiences, I can’t help but long for it.
This richness isn’t all there is to it, though.
Filipinos aren’t shy about the unglamorous dishes

either. Take sinagag, otherwise known as fried garlic
rice. This versatile dish can be served with an egg,
meat from shredded chicken (pastil), corned beef or
tapas.
I could probably make this with the little kitchen
chops I have. That’s what I appreciate about the
humble nature of Filipino cooking; you don’t need
a lot nor do you need to know a lot in order to make
something delicious.
My mother has things she’s particular about with
her own cooking, too. There’s at least one thing I
know: she has no qualms about ginataang. She’s
always brighter whenever this coconut-milk based
dessert with tapioca, corn and jelly is out anywhere.
I’ve known it through the way she lords over the
stuff, compelling us to bring it back home. Because
of this, picking a favorite food is difficult for me. I’d
much rather remember my family’s favorites than
my own!
My extended family relationships, like many
other Filipino’s, are held together by food. Their food
brings together a pastiche of Spanish, American,
Chinese, Pacific Islander and indigenous cuisines
that, like their culture, regards difference only as
means for spicing up what’s being brought together.
Eaten with hands and served over the simplest of
set-ups, humility forms a core of what these dishes
mean, paying no heed to how high or low in life one
goes. Really though, all we care about is how very
delicious it is or, as we say in Tagalog, masarap.
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Classifieds
Classified ads can be submitted to the Scout Office in Sisson Hall
319 or by calling the Scout office at (309) 677-3067. Please submit
classified ads by 5 p.m. Monday for inclusion in the Friday issue.

UNIVERSITY PROPERTIES 2020-2021 STUDENT
RENTALS
We have very nice housing for groups of 1 to 9, located on some
of the most desirable streets
surrounding Bradley’s campus - Barker, Bradley, Cooper,
Fredonia, Main, Rebecca, and University.
Check out our website for more information.
Select “June 2020” as the lease start date.
www.rentUPbu.com
UNIVERSITY PROPERTIES 2ND SEMESTER STUDENT
RENTALS
We have a few properties available for
2019-2020 2nd semester only.
Various locations and sizes, all close to campus. Check out our
website for more information.
Select “January 2020” as the lease start date.
www.rentUPbu.com
Walter Adams Properties Apartment Available
2 Bedroom with separate bath and walk-in closet
Shared common area & off street parking
Email: walteradamsproperties@gmail.com
Houses/Apartments for Rent
2-5 bedroom houses available 2020-2021 school year.
All close to campus. Laundry available.
For info and tours call 309-472-7386
Or email offcampuspeoria@gmail.com.

Sudoku

Hilltop Realty
Individual Group Student Rentals
1 Room Now Available
for Jan 2020-July 2020
3 Room Now Available
for Aug 2020-July 2021
Call us today for a showing!
309-431-1404
Email:
HilltopRealtyPeoria@Gmail.Com
FREDONIA AVENUE HOUSES FOR RENT
2BD/3BD/4BD/7BD HOUSES
Available for
2020-2021 School Year
Clean/NewBathrms/
Private Yard. Early Signing Bonus.
Call 309-648-9326 for Info & Showing.

Solutions
Posted
Online
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Beyond saving the
bees and butterflies

Hands-on talk

Interactive Narrative Club
offers game discussions

BY VALERIE VASCONEZ
News Reporter

BY SAM MWAKASISI
Off-staff Reporter

A seminar Friday discussed
the native species in Illinois
and the advancements made
in the entomology field. Angella
Moorehouse from the Illinois Nature
Preserve Commission talked about
her findings in the western Illinois
area.
Moorehouse is a Natural Areas
Preservation Specialist with a
concentration in entomology, the
study of insects. Moorehouse is
trying to turn the discussion from
bees to the other bugs who act as
pollinators to all plants in Illinois.
“I talked mostly about some of
my research in Illinois,” Moorehouse
said. “I’m frustrated that most of
the research is on bumblebees and
butterflies only. I want to know
everything.”
Moorehouse’s study with the
Illinois Nature Preserve Commission
goes beyond the bugs promoted
for environmental protection.
The commission researches other
insects, both invasive and native,
that visit flowers and plants and
record their usual routine and their
population levels. Those insects
include scorpion flies, house flies,
beetles, moths, ants and different
species of bees were looked at.
“There is actually like a lot of
species on the watch list,” junior premedicine major Chelsey Recendez
said. “How they get on that list and
all the work that has to be done [is
interesting]. I found that field work
is actually really cool and exciting,
maybe something that I would like
to be a part of.”

Each week in the GCC, a
passionate conversation spreads
about the common thread tying
together everything from video
and tabletop games to “choose your
own adventure” books: interactive
storytelling.
On
Wednesday,
Bradley’s
Interactive Narrative Club (INC) met
to discuss and analyze their favorite
interactive stories, in which different
storylines are built by organic user
interaction.
Large green writing on an
electronic screen revealed the
meeting’s central topic: analog or
non-digital games, such as board,
card and tabletop games.
“Games are a new art form, [and]
we don’t really know a lot of the
ways we can execute on storylines
with games yet,” David Suriano, the
president of INC, said. “It’s important
to try to understand how they relate
to conventional storytelling if we
want them to go forward.”
Members talked about both the
playing and narrative aspects of the
analog games they enjoy. “Betrayal
at House on the Hill,” “Contagion”
and “Xenolanguage” were among the
many games mentioned, with the talk
at one point shifting into an exchange
of amusing “Dungeons & Dragons”
stories.
Members described how and
why they enjoyed their games of
reference, using rationales ranging
from special premises to decisionmaking freedom. The objective of the
club, analyzing effective storytelling
and mechanics, became apparent.

Angella Moorehouse spoke about her recent research with the Illinois
Nature Preserve Commission on invasive and native species.
photo by Katelyn Edwards
Some students at the presentation
may have had an original interest in
human biology and medical studies.
However, Moorehouse explained
that this part of biology is open to
anyone with an interest.
According to Moorehouse,
entomology has changed over the
course of time due to technology.
There has been more information
available to the general public.
“I couldn’t learn entomology on
my own if it wasn’t for technology,”
Moorehouse said. “That’s what’s
enabling me to use my skills with
a camera to learn about insects.
It’s been within the last decade or
so that this has really taken off. It
allowed all of us to learn more.”
There were two websites
mentioned in the presentation that
have been useful to these types of
studies. With the ease of identifying
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and sharing bug photos online,
there’s no need to kill insects which
can help further grow populations.
Not only are these sites useful to
those in the entomology field, but
they can help educate the public.
Moorehouse has even said that
people move up in positions, even
without degrees, due to their skills.
“A lot of us are interested in
being doctors and the human
perspective of biology,” freshman
biology major Aylea Mendoza said.
“They do host the [seminars] so we
can get a broader perspective on all
types of biology. Just so we can get a
taste of all aspects.”
While Moorehouse is spreading
her research to Bradley students,
she’s also opening students’ eyes to
their future career options.

Suriano, a junior game design
and English double major, has been
involved since his freshman year.
Regarding interactive storytelling, he
is interested in “what makes [good
examples] good and what makes [bad
examples] bad.”
The members’ enthusiasm as they
bounce experiences and ideas off
one another makes for a tight-knit
atmosphere that’s small but strong.
While Suriano comes with
questions, the club’s open-forum style
leaves most of the conversation’s
flow in the hands of its members. For
individuals such as Shane Jackson,
a junior interactive media major
and one of the meeting’s most vocal
contributors, this space to express
makes all the difference.
“I want to write for video games,”
Jackson said. “Analyzing narratives
interested me especially since I
hadn’t really found a group of people
that enjoyed talking about the same
thing as me.”
Suriano recommends joining INC
for “people that like to understand
how stories work and for people who
want to hear how games work.”
Students
shouldn’t
feel
intimidated to join if they’re not
a hardcore gamer; Suriano recalled
a former member who contributed
greatly to discussions whose only
gaming experience was “The Sims”.
“You don’t need to have a great
store of knowledge,” Suriano said.
“You just need to enjoy talking about
games.”
Following Thanksgiving break,
Interactive Narrative Club meets
every Wednesday in GCC 211 at 7:30
p.m.

Building a better future
HUMAN

OF
THE

H I L LTO P

BY TIRZAH CHRISTOPHER
Off-staff Reporter

Her first international trip from
Ghana to the United States was to come
to Bradley University.
Coming to a new country with no
immediate family nearby can be quite
challenging, but Eugenia Akurang,
a sophomore civil engineering major,
believes this is all the more frustrating
when you’re of a minority ethnicity.
Akurang uses her experience to help
and advise other students of minority
cultures with school and extracurricular
activities.
She is a peer mentor in the Office of
Diversity and Inclusion and secretary of
the African Student Association.
“Bradley really has made an effort in
being inclusive to international students
especially with initiatives from the ODI,
but it is still not as helpful as one would
expect it to be,” Akurang said.
EUGENIA AKURANG
Akurang also co-founded the
International Student Association along
with Javier Soerra, a student from
Sophomore civil engineering major Eugenia Akurang coHonduras.
founded the International Student Association and serves as
“In one word, Eugenia is fantastic,”
secretary to the African Student Association.
photo via Eugenia Akurang Soerra said. “She is considerate with

other people’s opinions and ideas and
is always seeking what is best for the
members of the organization.”
Akurang said she had mixed feelings
about the reality of diversity here.
She spoke of a situation when she
went to a restaurant with a friend and
her father who are also Africans. She said
the waitress thought the group did not
know English very well.
“She started gesturing with her hands
to explain every word she said,” Akurang
said. “I couldn’t do anything about it
because in African culture, it would
have been disrespectful to speak to the
waitress directly when there is an older
person with you, and my friend’s father
decided not to do anything about it.”
Akurang has had positive experiences
as well. Her roommate since freshman
year found that living with an
international student was an opportunity
for both of them.
“I like to watch Eugenia try out all
these new things that she has never
done before but at the same time, it is so
interesting to learn so many new things
about a different culture,” said Aleya
Moore, a sophomore user experience

major.
Nana Kwame Kankam, a senior
electrical engineering major, is also from
Ghana and said Akurang is smart with a
great sense of humor.
“It’s especially fun because she’s from
Ghana as well,” Kwame Kankam said.
“Someone to talk to about home, to feel
nostalgic with and to serve as a remedy
of it.”
Akurang said that she misses the milk
chocolate Kingsbite from back home in
Ghana.
Eventually, she wants to use what she
has learned with her civil engineering
studies and involvement in American
Society of Civil Engineers and Society of
Women Engineers to help those in her
home country.
“I am studying civil engineering so
that I can build homeless shelters for
my people back home,” Akurang said.
“Getting an education back in Ghana
would have been much easier, but I
wanted to come out of there and get an
education in a place that is much more
advanced technologically and take my
knowledge back to better the country.”
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If you could change anything about Bradley, what would it be?
“Dining. Better quality,
better hours and even
better service.”

-Jenny Reyes, freshman
public relations major

-Abby Peterson,
sophomore marketing
major
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“School spirit. An
upperclassman said to me
‘Only freshman like red.’”
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“More parking spots, so I
don’t have to walk all the
way to class in the snowy
winter.”
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“More dining options.
There’s kind of only fast
food, so healthier options.”
-Sean Eckhart, freshman
game design major

-Ashleigh Gentry, senior
English major
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BY HALEY JOHNSON
News Editor

Get your news
in your inbox
Sign up for our email newsletter today
Visit BradleyScout.com/newsletter

November 22, 2019

SPORTS

Column

Every successful basketball team
has a point guard that takes charge
and controls the game. The Braves
have had early season success and
have shown significant improvement
during head coach Andrea Gorski’s
four year tenure on the Hilltop.
However, this team does not have
the dominant point guard it needs.
If Bradley had a true point guard
who dished out a high volume of
assists, the Braves would be even
stronger heading into a year in which
Gorski’s recruits have significant
experience. The last time Bradley had
a player average over three assists
was Alona Johnson in Gorski’s first
year, 2016-17.
Last season, physical and
sharpshooting junior guard Gabi
Haack led the team with 69 assists,
an average of 2.3 per game. She is
again on pace to lead the Braves in
assists this season. Should she be
distributing or doing what she does
best: knocking down 3-pointers and
grabbing rebounds?
Bradley has two point guards
in sophomore Tatum Koenig and
freshman Violeta Verano. Combined,
the duo averages 3.8 assists per game.
This needs to be much higher.
Koenig has only turned the ball
over three times, and that should be
commended. Verano has a total of
nine in significantly less minutes.
Neither
the
scoring
nor
rebounding has been there for either.
Koenig averages six points and 2.5
rebounds per game while Verano
averages two points and three
rebounds per contest.
A point guard requires a team-first
attitude and both players have that,
but they need to assert themselves
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Braves bend but don’t break to take down Norfolk State

WOMEN’S BASKETBALL
NEEDS A PLAYER TO DISH
BY RONAN KHALSA
Sports Editor

THE SCOUT

more to make a significant difference
in close games.
Last season, Koenig led the team
in 3-point shooting percentage at 37
percent on 61 shots. She needs to
shoot more often down the stretch.
Gorski calls Koenig tough. She
certainly is, as Koenig will often dive
on the floor for loose balls, and that
effort doesn’t get credit in the box
score. She had a 1.7 turnover to steal
ratio last season.
However, a point guard needs
to do more than be tough. Koenig
plays 24.5 minutes per game yet has
only attempted 20 shots thus far this
season, making seven.
In a game against Division III
Eureka College, Verano recorded 10
assists. That is a great sign for the
future. She is new to the American
style of play, but can improve in due
time. She doesn’t get much playing
time, but maybe she should. Sure, she
turns the ball over, but she knows
how to distribute the rock.
Bradley can clearly shoot it. Four
players are averaging in double
figures and senior forward Chelsea
Brackmann hasn’t fully asserted her
dominance yet, scoring just seven
points per game.
Bradley is out rebounding their
opponents by 17 this season. With a
strong backcourt passer, outlet passes
will lead to even more fast break
buckets.
Point guards are an integral
part of any basketball team and can
essentially lead a team to victory.
Bradley’s point guards need to be,
generally, more assertive in all facets
of the game if the team plans to reach
a postseason tournament.
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BY LARRY LARSON
Assistant Sports Editor
After trailing most of the first half
to Norfolk State, Bradley captured the
lead just before heading to halftime
and never trailed again, eventually
claiming a 69-57 victory.
The Braves, now 3-1, used
another strong second half to propel
themselves to their third straight
home victory, shooting an even 50
percent from the floor, while allowing
the Spartans to shoot just 32 percent
in the second half.
Despite trailing the last 22-plus
minutes of the game, Norfolk State
did not go away, keeping Bradley’s
lead within single digits until under
30 seconds were left to play.
“That was a good win against
a good opponent, I think [Norfolk
State is] hard to play,” head coach
Brian Wardle said. “We had a lot of
good opportunities offensively and
we just couldn’t connect. I give our
guys credit though, we made shots
when we needed to, got stops when
we needed to.”

visit BradleyScout.com/links
to continue reading

Junior guard Danya Kingsby (top) is second on the team with five steals.
Below Darrell Brown (5) and Elijah Childs (10) celebrate a defensive stop.
Brown leads the team with 29 assits and Childs averages 14.5 points
and 9 rebounds.
photos by Kayla Johnson

Braves keep Leathernecks on short leash, win big
BY RONAN KHALSA
Sports Editor

The Bradley women’s basketball
team outscored Western Illinois
71-30 in the first three quarters
before claiming an 84-49 victory and
handing the Leathernecks their first
home loss on Wednesday night.
The Braves were paced by junior
guard Gabi Haack who scored
20 points — 18 in the first half —
including five 3-pointers. Similar to
last week’s game against Eureka, the
Braves claimed the lead early and did
not look back.
That lead didn’t come
immediately, however. Sophomore
guard and leading scorer Lasha
Petree was called for two fouls in
the first 48 seconds of the game.
Following this, head coach Andrea
Gorski was immediately worried as
she thought Western Illinois would
keep the game close from tipoff to
final buzzer.

visit BradleyScout.com/links
to continue reading
Bradley defeated Western Illinois 84-49 by out rebounding the
Leathernecks by 19. The Braves are plus 17 in rebounding this season.
photos by Kayla Johnson

MBB Fort Myers Tip-Off

or
Nov. 25
7:30 p.m.

Nov. 27
5:00 or 7:30 p.m.
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Cross country’s season comes to a close
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ONE-ON-ONE
Should the NFL play in London?
Absolutely

Ayah Aldadh | Sophomore

Mckenzie Altmayer | Junior

Tyler Schwartz | Sophomore

30th - 21:26.5

33rd - 21:31.2

37th - 21:41.0

Jake Hoffert | Redshirt Senior

Mathew Richtman | Redshirt
Freshman
51st - 32:02.7

25th - 31:31.9
BY ALLAN KABESE
Off-staff Reporter
After the men finished first
and the women second as a team
in the Missouri Valley Conference
cross-country Championship, both
teams’ seasons ended in Stillwater,
Oklahoma on Nov. 14, at the NCAA
Midwest Regional Meet.
The men placed 11th with 310
points, and the women claimed 12th
with a score of 335. Tulsa captured
first place on the men’s side with a
score of 37, while Illinois took the
women’s title with a score of 108.
The men’s team was without
redshirt-freshman Drew Wenger,
who was injured in the conference
championship race.
Similar to the strategy employed
during the MVC Championship, the
men sent all their runners to the front
in the 10-kilometer race.
“We were very aggressive and
wanted to compete with the top five,
top six teams in the region,” head
coach Darren Gauson said. “We were
probably too aggressive and some of
our guys fell back in the second half
of the race.”
Redshirt-senior Jake Hoffert led
the Braves, finishing at the 25th place
with a time of 31:31.9. Hoffert was
in 12th late in the race but suffered a
foot injury in the last kilometer.
He had been dealing with some
pain in his bottom heel area for
a month. He was told after the
race that it was plantar fasciitis,
an inflammation of the tissue that
connects the heel to the toes.
“I was in a boot just about a week
before conference,” Hoffert said.

Luke

Hoffert | Redshirt
Senior
52nd - 32:03.7
photos via Bradleybraves.com

“Before that [the pain] was kind of
there, but I was icing it and keeping it
under control.”
Hoffert also took more time to rest
and recover, running five to six days
and taking one to two days to rest or
do cross-training.
Before the race, Hoffert said he
did not feel anything unusual and
adrenaline helped him run through
the pain.
“I had little pain before the race,
but it wasn’t anything out of the
norm,” Hoffert said. “It was something
I had been used to running with for a
couple of weeks now. Right around
8.5 and 9K it hit me and I started
limping and tried to pull through the
end of the race.”
Behind Jake Hoffert, redshirtfreshman Matthew Richtman finished
51st, followed by his twin brother
redshirt-senior Luke Hoffert in 52nd.
They both finished with times of
32:02.7 and 32:03.3, respectively.
To round out the Braves’ top
five were senior Ben Potrykus, who
finished 63rd with a time of 32:17.7,
and junior Alec Hartman who crossed
the line 125th after 33:24.6 on the
course.
On the women’s side, a more
conservative
game
plan
was
carried out well in the 6-kilometer
race. Gauson did not seek to be as
aggressive and hunt for the top
positions but wanted his runners to
feed off of each other at a steady pace
throughout the race.
“We actually executed pretty well,”
Gauson said. “Our plan with [our top
three runners] was to be in the top-40
the whole time and we finished in the

top-40.”
Sophomore Ayah Aldadah led
the Braves with a 30th place finish in
21:26.5. She was followed by junior
McKenzie Altmayer at the 33rd spot
and sophomore Tyler Schwartz in
37th spot. They had times 21:31.2 and
21:41, respectively.
Rounding out the Braves’ top five
were senior Abby Jockisch at the
110th position with a time of 22.43.9
and senior Gabby Juarez at 134th with
a time of 23:03.
“I was proud of everybody,” said
a satisfied Aldadah. “It was a hard
course, only our second 6K of the
season too, a very hilly course and I
think we all tried our best.”
Aldadah said she also believes this
team has learned a lot from having to
run a very tough and hilly course in
Oklahoma.
“I know for next cross country
season [nationals] will be on that
same course,” she said. “We’re
going to have to do a lot more hill
work because I don’t think we were
prepared for that. The hills were
tough.”
Talking about the future of the
women’s team, Gauson was very
excited and said great things are
ahead.
“I think [they] will be really good
next year,” he said. “We could really
surprise some people, we run the way
we ran last Friday with two girls in
top-40, we’re a top four team in the
region.”
The team is now looking toward
the start of track season in January.

vs.

The NFL should be playing
games in London year-in and yearout because they are trying to
expand the most popular sport in
America to a market the sport could
easily transition into. The NFL has
been scheduling games in London
since 2007 and has since grown
from scheduling only one game
per season to now four games per
season.
Statistically, there has been a
positive reception to the expansion
of the London games as each game
has sold out and drawn over 60,000
in attendance. Considering that
the NFL is a business, it should
continue to play games in London
that will allow it to build a large
enough fanbase to expand into a
different market and create a new
wave of fans.
Currently, the NBA is building a
league in Africa that will allow the
country to develop its homegrown
talent and the NFL should try
to replicate it. In Europe they
will be able to grow the brand
exponentially and become a more
diverse league.
With the league having played
London games since 2007, the
fans in London have become more
and more familiar with the game,
allowing them to truly understand
the sport which benefits them and
the NFL. Not to mention that the
atmosphere surrounding games
in London is unlike any other that
we see during the regular season.
With a crowd that wears jerseys
from every team and players from
previous decades, the growth of the
sport internationally has grown to a
level of dedicated fans that we only
see during the time of important
playoff games such as a conference
championship or the Super Bowl.
As the NFL looks to expand
internationally, the London games
give the organization the most
realistic chance to consistently see a
transatlantic franchise, and it could
happen sooner than most think.

Nope

Over the past 13 years, the
National Football League has
slowly developed a fanbase across
the pond in London. This season,
each game played in London and
one game in Mexico City has
been sold out. Despite the slowgrowing efforts of developing
a global fanbase, the league is
playing with fire in its efforts to
make the game global.
Sporting
leagues
across
North America have benefitted
from taking their game to the
global stage due to their deep
international pool of talent.
Major League Baseball has
staged successful games in Japan
while the NBA has made trips
to China and Africa. The NFL is
progressing, but is still a good
length away from becoming a
global league. However, it might
not be worth the cost because of
the amount of lost money in the
venture.
Brandon argues that the NFL
can benefit from using the MLB
and the NBA as examples on
how to expand games globally.
However, the game of football is
not as global as either baseball
or basketball. It is easier for
spectators of different nationalities
to watch a game filled with diverse
amounts of talents. The NFL is
at a disadvantage with staging
international games because
it has yet to develop a strong
international talent pool.
Another backbreaker for the
NFL is the complex logistical
issues of staging games overseas.
While teams spend time shipping
resources overseas to London over
the summer, football is a physically
and mentally straining game for
players. Most notably, the internal
body clock of a player is usually
out of sync when they are several
hours away from home.
Playing games in London is
a huge downside for players.
Imagine going through the
equivalent of a car crash every
week while playing several time
zones away from home. Is it worth
it for the players?
If the NFL were more serious
about expanding their game, they
would invest more in developing
an international talent pool and
creating benefits for players after
London games. But for now, the
NFL’s efforts to expand the game
to London is a dicey effort that has
too many cons than pros.
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Seniors and seeding highlight weekend for volleyball

BY JOEY WRIGHT
Podcast Producer
Missouri
Valley
Conference
Tournament seeding is at stake for the
Bradley volleyball team this weekend
as the Braves close out the regular
season at home against Evansville
and Indiana State.
With it being senior weekend,
the matches will carry a special
significance for seniors setter Hannah
Angeli and middle blocker Maggie
Revell.
Angeli and Revell have both taken
unconventional paths to this point
in their careers. Both entered the
Bradley program as transfers in 2017
— Revell after stints at Sam Houston
State and Iowa, and Angeli after a
season at Nebraska-Omaha. The two
have similar thoughts on the coming
weekend, which has yet to sink in.
“It actually hasn’t really hit me yet,
that these are our last games at home,”
Revell said. “But I’m really excited.
Both of our families are coming, both
of us are really good friends and we’re
really tight with this team. It’s going
to be really special.”
“We’re excited,” Angeli added.
“The girls seem to be excited, they
seem to be doing a lot for us which is
nice of them. We’re really tight with
them.”
Angeli and Revell’s Bradley careers
have coincided with a turnaround
for the program. From 2014-2016,
the three seasons prior to the duo’s
arrival, Bradley totaled a record of
15-72. The tide began to turn in 2017
when the Braves finished 10-22, and
last season the Braves made a charge
to the postseason.
The 24-win campaign — and a

Bradley berth in the MVC Tournament
for the first time since 2013 — was
keyed by strong efforts from Angeli
and Revell. Revell hit 33.6 percent
in 23 matches, while Angeli’s 10.26
assists per set were the fifth-most of
any player in the conference.
“When we got here, Bradley
volleyball wasn’t as successful as
it is now,” Revell said. “We were a
part of the building of this program,
so I think that’s going to make it
even more special. We literally got
emotional talking about it a year ago
… it’s been an extremely emotional
journey, but it’s been worth it.”
Both Angeli and Revell have been
impact players for the Braves this
season as well. Revell was named
to the all-tournament team at the
CEFCU Classic in September, and
Angeli is ranked second on the team
with 410 assists despite missing 10
matches due to a knee injury.
“I think for them, knowing that
they’ve accomplished qualifying for
the conference tournament is keeping
them on a high note,” head coach
Carol Price-Torok said. “It’s the last
home game, but it’s not over. I think
it’ll be emotional … families will be
here and those [emotions] will be
high, but our work is not done yet.”
Senior festivities aside, the coming
weekend carries big implications for
the Braves as they enter postseason
play. Bradley currently sits in fourth
in the conference.
Though Bradley has already locked
up a berth in the MVC Tournament,
its seeding has yet to be determined.
Entering the weekend, the Braves
(9-7) trail Illinois State (10-6) by a
match and have a two-match gap over
Evansville (7-9) and Valparaiso (7-9).

Hannah Angeli (9) sets for Maggie Revell (5) earlier this season. The two seniors will be honored this weekend.
photo by Kayla Johnson

Bradley and Illinois State both
host Evansville and Indiana State
this weekend. The Braves aren’t
taking either match lightly, even
with Indiana State’s elimination from
tournament contention entering
Saturday’s season finale.
“They don’t have anything to
lose, so they’re a dangerous team to
play,” Price-Torok said of Saturday’s
matchup against Indiana State. “Win
or lose, their season is done Saturday,
so those seniors on that team are
going to go out with a bang. They’re
going to give us all we can handle.”
Bradley hosts Evansville tonight
at 6, and Indiana State in tomorrow’s
regular-season finale at 5 p.m.

A look ahead
Friday
6 p.m.
5th in MVC
Saturday
6 p.m.
9th in MVC

Screening held for movie on the life of Saadiq Mohammed

photo via BradleyBraves.com
photo by Kayla Johnson

The International Affairs Organization screened “Men in the Arena” on Thursday Nov. 21. The film is about Bradley
soccer redshirt-senior Saadiq Mohammed’s experience on the Somali National Team and his first year in the United
States.
Mohammed’s story was told in an ESPN article this past summer. He will return to competition for the Braves next fall
after redshirting this season.
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Volleyball senior weekend
Senior setter Angeli and redshirt
senior middle blocker Revell
will play their last matches at
Renaissance Coliseum this
weekend.
Page A9

Hannah Angeli and
Maggie Revell

Braves look to the future after semifinal loss
BY HERNAN GUTIERREZ
Sports Reporter
The Bradley soccer team started
the 2019 season in an interesting
position. After an undefeated nonconference schedule, the team failed
to qualify for the Missouri Valley
Conference tournament at the end of
the 2018 season.
Determined
to
put
the
disappointing season behind them,
the Braves began the newly formatted
MVC season with a chip on their
shoulder.
Bradley’s
offseason
moves
included the addition of 13 new
players and a spring exhibition win
against Big Ten opponent Michigan
State. However, the start of the fall
season was slow. Only managing to
win one of their first six games, the
Braves got the ball rolling just in time
for homecoming.
With a 2-1 win at Valparaiso on
Oct. 1, Bradley went on to lose only
three more games the rest of the
regular season. Two of the losses
came at the hands of undefeated and
nationally ranked Missouri State.
With this success, the Braves fell only
one point short of earning the No. 2
seed for the MVC tournament.
At the conference tournament,
Bradley achieved a first in program

history. They beat Evansville 2-0 in
the quarterfinal, marking the first
time they’ve won against the same
team three times in a single season.
Unfortunately for the Braves, their
season ended in a 2-1 loss to Loyola
in the semifinal. The Ramblers went
on to win the tournament, clinching a
bid to the NCAA Tournament.
Head coach Jim DeRose was
optimistic about what the tournament
loss and season meant for the big
picture of the program.
“We wanted to play meaningful
games in November,” DeRose said.
“We played the host and just fell a little
short, but we put ourselves in position
for a conference championship.”
After the semi-final loss, the
Braves finished the season with a
5-3-2 conference record and a 8-7-4
overall record.
DeRose said the team is prepared
to take to rebuild and replace key
players it will lose by next fall.
“We would like to be playing this
weekend, of course. But we still got
to put in the work,” DeRose said. “It’s
going to be a reboot.”
One of the players essential to
the reboot will be freshman forward
Danny Collins, who was named to
the MVC All-Freshman Team and
averaged 67 minutes per game.

Freshman Danny Collins goes for the ball earlier this season. The Braves
reached the semifinals of the MVC Tournament.
“When he plays he’s willing to do
all the hard work,” DeRose said. “He
wants to make a difference.”
DeRose explained how the
program recruits talent stating that
the mission of the university is
paramount.
Senior midfielder John Pollifrone
fit the mold DeRose looks for, on and
off the pitch. He was named to the
Missouri Valley Conference Soccer
Scholar-Athlete First Team last year
and this year, just the tip of his

academic achievements. Pollifrone
plans to continue his education.
“I’ll be studying abroad in South
Africa next semester,” Pollifrone
said. “Then I plan to take a year off
to prepare for the LSAT and we’ll go
from there.”
Both he and Collins said what the
future of the program holds.
“Coach DeRose has done a solid
job recruiting, there's a solid group
of guys who have had some minutes,”
Pollifrone said.

photo via Scout archives
“We’ll miss the seniors, we’ll need
other guys to step up,” Collins said.
“We also have guys, that even if they
didn't play significant minutes, they
have some experience.”
Of the top 11 minute-getters, six
will return to the Shea Stadium pitch
next fall. Only 56 percent of the points
recorded will be back. However, the
Braves return a number of key pieces,
like leading scorer, junior Gerit
Wintermeyer.

Graduating Seniors
with average minutes played this season

Albert Reinwart | Goal keeper

Jha’Lon Johnson | Forward

Walid Kherat | Defense

Nathan Wisbey | Goal keeper

53:30

91:21

88:38

94:30

John Pollifrone | Midfield

Roman Schindler | Forward

Jacob Mckee | Defense

T.J. Rea | Forward

89:53

49:44

81:22

25:10

Jack Lang | Defense
50:03

David Kovacevic | Defense
60:00
photos via BradleyBraves.con

